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28th Broadland Youth Regatta 
The 28th Broadland Youth Regatta, hosted by the Waveney and Oulton Broad Yacht Club on behalf of the 
Norfolk and Suffolk Boating Association (NSBA), was sailed on Oulton Broad on Saturday 3 September.  
Fifty four youth and junior sailors in fifty boats from Broads clubs took part.  There was a wide range of 
experience and skill levels among the competitors whose ages ranged from seven to eighteen.  All four 
races were sailed in a variable strength and very shifty southerly breeze resulting in capsizes and many 
unpredictable close-quarters manoeuvres. 

Individual awards 
Top honours to individuals in the various fleets were as follows.  
 

Fast Handicap Fleet 
1st Jack Sisley (Beccles Amateur Sailing Club) sailing his Laser Radial  
2nd Elizabeth Whitefoot (Snowflake Sailing Club) sailing her Laser 4.7 
3rd Jamie Dobson and Ruby Collins (Waveney and Oulton Broad Yacht Club) sailing their Wanderer 
 

Slow Handicap Fleet 
1st Emily Hooten (Waveney and Oulton Broad Yacht Club) sailing her RS Tera Sport 
2nd Hugo Jury (Norfolk Broads Yacht Club) sailing his Topper 4.2 
3rd Yasmin Braham (Norfolk Broads Yacht Club) sailing her Topper 4.2  



Topper Fleet 
1st Jenson Jakob (Snowflake Sailing Club) 
2nd Ellie Thwaites (Snowflake Sailing Club) 
3rd Nathan Clarke (Waveney and Oulton Broad Yacht Club) 
 

Optimist Fleet 
1st Zoe Barnes (Snowflake Sailing Club) 
2nd William Keys-Baston (Norfolk Broads Yacht Club) 
3rd Jack Reeve (Waveney and Oulton Broad Yacht Club) 
 

Centenary Salver 
The overall inter-club championship for the Centenary Salver was won by Snowflake Sailing Club.  Horning 
Sailing Club came second, Waveney and Oulton Broad Yacht Club were third, Norfolk Broads Yacht Club 
came fourth, Hickling Broad Sailing Club were fifth and Beccles Amateur Sailing Club sixth. 
 

Whelpton Cup 
The Whelpton Cup for the most successful double-handed boat was awarded to Jamie Dobson and Ruby 
Collins. 
 

Lady Mayhew Trophy 
The Lady Mayhew Trophy for endeavour, ‘applying the greatest effort in a spirit of sport, determination 
and fun’ was awarded to Emily Hooten this being her first year of helming solo and winning her class.  
 

The day was a memorable event not only for the competitors but also for the many parents, supporters 
and other spectators thronging the banks and balcony of the club. 
 
 

The prizes were presented by ’local boy’ Joe Drake, aged 22, of Oulton Broad.  Introducing Joe, Ben Falat, 
Chairman of the NSBA, highlighted that after first competing at the Broadland Youth Regatta 10 years ago 
Joe went on to be a member of the national youth squad and became national youth champion in 2019 in 
the Olympic Laser class dinghy.  Ben added that Joe subsequently converted to the UK Windsurf Tour, 
placing 1st in the 2021 Amateur series and is now a top competitor in the Pro-series. 
 

Photos by Karen Langston 



Norfolk and Suffolk Boating Association 

Minutes of AGM held on 22 November 2021 at 7.30 pm at The Holiday Inn, Ipswich Road, Norwich, NR4 6EP 
 

Present:  Mr Richard I Card (President) (RiC), Mr Ben Falat (Chairman) (BF), Mrs Rachel Card, (RaC), Ms Julia 
Bower (Administrator) (JB), Mr Robert Whitefoot (Treasurer) (RW), Mr Peter Mantle (PM), Ms Karen Wightman 
(Green Book Organiser) (KW), Miss Claire Grasby (Communicator) (CG) and representatives of clubs, classes and 
individual members. 
1 Apologies for absence 
 Quorum was established. 
 Apologies were received from Mike Barnes, Brian Wilkins, Jennifer Broom, Paul Howes, Anne Whelpton, 

Alan Mallett, Suzanne Yapp and Clive Edwards (post meeting). 
2 Minutes of AGM held online on Monday 11 January 2021 
 It was agreed that the Minutes of the AGM of 11 January 2021 were a true record. 
3 Matters arising 
 There were no matters arising. 
4 Chairman’s Annual Report 
 We find ourselves with a ‘new normal’ where we can no longer look back even three years ago as any pre-

existence which we are able to return to.  In various ways individuals and society are reappraising life and 
how to organise personal time and in particular family time.  For this reason, we must hold back on any 
sudden changes until we are confident of a coherent way forward.  Our NSBA major trophies (Broom and 
Whelpton) have been affected by this and their current awards held back. 

 We now see the resignation of our Treasurer, Robert Whitefoot.  A big thank you to him.  He has always 
been approachable and highly effective. 

 Claire Grasby has been making very effective inroads into social media.  While Claire has not been part of 
the GPC her efforts are integral and her position should be wholly recognised as per existing rules. 

 Julia Bower as Administrator is a real asset and a constant source of help with her background knowledge 
and useful advice. 

 This last year has continued to see our positive engagement with the Broads Authority through making both 
positive comments as well as challenging some propositions on the NavCom agenda.  While the ‘bridges’ 
take up much of our interaction, I would say that the BA has been reflectively supportive of ourselves and 
the navigation in several manners.  We might raise an issue and at a subsequent meeting receive evidential 
feedback for the wished for way forward.  For example, Norfolk Highways’ intention to spend some five 
years repairing the surface of Carrow Bridge during which time they proposed it should be locked shut has 
been strongly rebutted. 

 We cannot tell the BA how to conduct themselves politically or administratively but we can criticise where 
we perceive movement away from any prime objective of supporting the navigation.  That said, we can be 
pragmatic in our approach. 

 NSBA has been able to nudge the BA not just on issues but also on procedures, only recently bringing 
forward a discussion event planned for March 2022 into this November. 

Notice of the Annual General Meeting of the Norfolk and Suffolk Boating Association to be held on Monday 21 

November 2022 at 7.30 pm at The Holiday Inn Norwich  North, Cromer Road, NR6 6JA 

Agenda 

1 Apologies for absence 
2 Minutes from the Annual General Meeting held on 22 November 2021 
3 Matters arising  
4 Chairman’s Annual Report 
5 Trophies for 2022 
6 Financial Report and Accounts for 2022 
7 Election of Officers and General Purposes Committee 
8 Honoraria for Officers 
9 The Green Book 2023 
10 Regatta Dates and other Fixtures for 2023 season 
11 Other dates for 2023 
 Flag Officers Event:  Fixtures Meeting:  Annual General Meeting 



While boating safety has been a real focus recently, the Boat Safety Management Group was able to receive 
data collected over a 25 year period for which our analysis actually shows what a generally safe and pleasant 
environment the Broads are.  Annual drownings have remained at a constant low rate over the 25 year period 
and RNLI have taken away our data and analysis for their favourable comparison against national inland 
occurrences.  We were able to redirect criticism of apparent increase in serious incidents to considering 
improved communications and therefore reporting of incidents rather than an actual increase in events. 
A recent highlight on the East Norwich Master Plan has resulted in significant interaction between NSBA and 
the Project Team to the extent that we recognise Network Rail’s high level wish to improve their Trowse 
crossing but we should not object to any proposed fixing of that bridge if there is suitable compensation to 
the boaters’ facilities at Norwich.  The notion of a short-stay new marina opposite Carrow Yacht Club together 
with suitable public links to the City would enhance the Project’s aim of becoming a welcoming Gateway to 
the Broads.  Interestingly during October, the Project Team were afloat with the BA when they met a large 
motor vessel coming in the opposite direction.  It was an exceptionally high water and the Ranger felt duty 
bound to warn the visitors that they should turn around because they would be unable to pass beneath the 
bridges.  The visitors asked where they could moor if they wanted to visit the city and the response had to be 
that there was no facility.  We hope that the Project Team took that away with them! 
NSBA continues to respond to members’ requests and where appropriate to push issues, to offer itself for 
liaison or to engender support from other parties like RYA (Legal) and RYA (Planning and Environment).  It is 
interesting to note that NSBA directly represents some fifty affiliated organisations.  With just under 900 
personal members the NSBA loosely represents some 15,000 recreational boaters.  NSBA needs to find ways 
of increasing our membership as it does represent all boaters. 
In touting for new members and potential advertisers through offering sight of The Green Book, I have 
become aware that we might often be preaching to the converted.  However, we need to recruit new young 
blood and we need to think outside the box.  During this year, I have on several occasions been met with an 
initial reluctance to engage with The Green Book because, to the uninitiated, it is perceived as being about 
‘green’ issues.  Perhaps The Green Book has had its day and a new more appropriate title should be 
considered. 

5 Trophies for 2021 
 Horning Sailing Club were awarded the Martin Broom trophy for 2020 but because of the lockdown and 

subsequent rules on restricted meeting they were not actually presented with the trophy until Horning Week 
in August.  We have agreed that Horning SC can retain the trophy for another year. 

 Due to the international basis for which the Tim Whelpton trophy is awarded and the lack of such events, this 
trophy has not been awarded again this year. 

6 Financial Report and Accounts for 2021 
 RW reported on the accounts for the year 2021.  Other than The Green Book our income is largely 

consistent with the previous year.  The Green Book income has reduced due to our decision to offer repeat 
advertisers a 50% discount from their previous year rate in recognition that they would not have had much 
benefit from their 2020 advertisement and as a goodwill gesture for their continued support.  Our main 
expenditure variances relate to additional honoraria costs offset in part by a reduction in costs as a result of 
Covid restrictions, namely room hire and the BYR.  Overall there was a deficit for the year of just under £1,300 
compared to a surplus of £3,000 in the previous year. 

 Mark Collins (MC) asked if we have a reserves policy.  RiC was able to respond that there is a recorded 
resolution of the General Purposes Committee that we should hold a reserve of £25k should we ever need to 
go to law and this would go some way to covering the legal fees. 

 BF thank PM for the sterling work he has done in raising our advertising income which he has more or less 
doubled. 

7 Election of Officers and General Purposes Committee 
 RiC temporarily took the Chair in order to appoint a Chairman for the coming year.  David Talbot (DT) 

proposed BF as Chairman and Lakshan Saldin (LS) seconded.  BF was voted in unanimously.  
 BF resumed the Chair and nominated RiC as President.  Proposed by BF, seconded by MC.  Carried 

unanimously. 
 BF proposed MC as Vice Chairman, seconded by RiC.  Carried unanimously. 
 BF proposed RaC as Treasurer, JB as Administrator and KW as Green Book Organiser en bloc.  Seconded by 

RW.  Carried unanimously. 
 BF proposed Chris Balls, Jamie Campbell, Clive Edwards, PM, Robert Middleton and Brian Wilkins for the 

General Purposes Committee (GPC) en bloc.  Seconded by RaC.  Carried unanimously. 
 Until now, the Communicator has not been a member of the GPC but BF proposed that CG join the GPC.  

Seconded by RiC.  Carried unanimously. 



 BF said that he was willing to stand again as NSBA rep to RYA (East).  Proposed by CG and seconded by 
RaC.  Carried unanimously. 
BF proposed that Alan Mallet be scrutineer for the accounts again next year.  Proposed RiC and seconded 
by RaC. 

8 Proposed amendments to rules of the NSBA 
 BF proposed that the changes to the rules be taken en bloc and this was seconded by LS.  The changes 

were subsequently voted on and carried unanimously. 
9 Honoraria for Officers 
 No changes were proposed for this year. 
10 The Green Book 2022 
 KW announced some important dates for 2022.  The Flag Officers’ event will be on 18 March 2022, the 

Fixtures Meeting on 16 November 2022 and the AGM on 21 November 2022. 
 TMOR and the Three Rivers race have swapped due to the change in the Bank Holiday so the 3RR will be on 

Saturday 28 May and TMOR will be from Thursday 2 June to Sunday 5 June.  The Yare Navigation Race will be 
on 17 September 2022, the BYR on 3 September 2022 at WOBYC and the Ramuz at BASC on 11 September 
2022.  

11/12 Regatta  dates and special meetings 2022 
 Covered in item 10. 
13 AOB 

(i) There was some discussion on changing the image of The Green Book.  LS said that we should do 
away with all barriers that might confuse people as to our purpose.  RiC said that there are some 
very important decisions to be made which should not be rushed and that we should not make any 
major changes for the 2022 edition.  DT agreed that we should be watering down the ‘green’ image 
while retaining the existing messaging. 

(ii) LS had been at the Broads Society AGM recently and they had taken up the baton to educate their 
members about the effects of climate change and how to deal with it.  He requested that we do the 
same since climate change will affect the navigation.  At the end of the discussion we accepted the 
following idea which we intend to work towards. 

 ‘The NSBA recognises the impact of climate change and the impact on its objects (to serve, protect 
and promote the interests of private users of pleasure craft on the Norfolk and Suffolk Broads, 
related rivers and adjacent coast) and will seek actively to work with others with respect to climate 
change mitigation, adaptation and education of the public and its members.’ 

(iii) Nicky Talbot, chair of NavCom, thanked BF for the very helpful report he sends to her prior to 
NavCom meetings regarding NSBA thoughts on NavCom agenda and for developing a mutually 
productive relationship. 

 
The meeting ended at 8.55 pm 

AGM 

Please note the change in venue for the AGM this year as set 

out in the Notice and Agenda of Meeting.  Unfortunately the 

previous venue is being refurbished.  However, the new venue 

might suit some of you better. 

We look forward to seeing as many of you there as possible. 

Christmas  

...is coming.  Don’t forget to buy one of our 

flags as a stocking filler.  £10 for the printed 

version and £30 for the sewn.  Simply 

contact your administrator on 

julia.bower1@btinternet.com for details. 

 



Broads Plan 2022 - 2027 

 

The Broads Authority is required by DEFRA, under the Broads Act 1988, to update its management plan for 
the Broads every five years and we were consulted in May 2022 with a 50 page draft document 
‘Partnership strategy for the Norfolk and Suffolk Broads 2022 - 2027.  Our 3000 word response was 
submitted by the due date in mid-July.  Our responses, along with those of 23 other organisations can be 
read at this link:  Broads Plan 2022-27: Adoption (broads-authority.gov.uk).  This 305 page PDF download 
includes the revised plan with tracked changes.  The BA agreed at its full meeting on 23 September to 
adopt this final version. 

We believe it is a good plan - The Broads Plan is the key strategic management plan for the Broads.  It sets 
out a long vision for the area and strategic objectives to benefit the area’s natural and built environment, 
navigation, heritage, local communities and visitors.  However, in relation to boats and boating, the BA’s 
understanding has some shortfalls and misconceptions.  Our detailed responses can be read at 
consultation schedule pages 1, 2, 5, 8, 13, 22, 25, 27, 32, 39 and 44. 

Key themes of our consultation response included: 

 NSBA is very concerned that the Broads navigation is, for a variety of reasons, in a slow decline. 

 The identified special qualities of the Broads should include the unique heritage fleets of Broads 
yachts, one designs, dinghies, wherries and leisure cruisers. 

 Whilst there is excellent access to many parts of the Broads on foot and some bankside experiences can be 
enjoyed by road, the unique qualities of the Broads are most commonly appreciated from aboard the wide 
variety of sailing and motorised boats available throughout the navigation. 

 We recommended correcting the impression that ‘boating holidays’ is sustaining the Broads.  We said “Most 
boating on the Broads is for sport and leisure and also relatively small but still significant commercial vessel 
usage, not for holidays.  Much boating is conducted in sailing boats and small motorised craft, not in large hire 
boats which are outnumbered ten to one by the private fleet.  In addition to yachts and dinghies the Broads 
are increasingly enjoyed on paddleboards, canoes and other self-propelled craft.” 

 We pointed out that the Broads are entirely man-made and that the high cost of maintaining them compared 
to many natural landscapes falls entirely on toll payers, both ‘hire’ and ‘private’. 

 We recommended better understanding of the various fleets on the Broads and highlighted that nearly 8% of 
the 12,297 craft registered for use on the Broads in 2021 are heritage craft of which about 900 are privately 
owned and only about 50 are in hire. 

 At Theme C, ‘navigation’ we expressed concern in these terms: “NSBA is concerned that the area for 
navigation is gradually in decline because of the increase in bankside vegetation in many areas and the 
proliferation of aquatic plants.  NSBA fully understands the challenges of encouraging landowners to manage 
their banksides, the sometimes-conflicting needs of the conservation community and the ecological reasons 
for this but would urge BA to resist 
bankside overgrowth and obtain and 
maintain sufficient equipment to keep 
the navigation open even as the waters 
of the Broads improve in quality.  We 
are somewhat disappointed by the BA’s 
response in the schedule at page 22, ‘C3 
- The BA has an active management 
approach for bankside trees that pose a 
safety hazard and for water plant 
cutting.’ 

 
 

Space in this newsletter is insufficient to 
reproduce the whole of our submission let 
alone the whole Broads Plan and its 
accompanying 84 page Sustainability Appraisal 
report and 134 page Habitats Regulations 
report.  However, all are available on-line, at 
the link above. 

 

https://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0031/438745/9.-Broads-Plan-2022-27-adoption-combined-appendices.pdf


The Broadland Futures Initiative 
A Virtual Presentation and Q & A for the 

Norfolk and Suffolk Boating Association 

When: Thursday 3 November 2022 – 1930 -2030 

Where: Microsoft Teams 

Dear NSBA Member 

We have invited The Broadland Futures Initiative to host a virtual presentation for our members to attend.  This is an 
opportunity for individual NSBA members and all members of affiliated clubs to listen to the project team speak 
about the new flood risk management strategy being developed.  There will be an opportunity to submit questions 
via Microsoft Teams as well.  Please advertise the event to your club members. 

The Broadland Futures Initiative (BFI) is a partnership for future flood risk management in the Broadland area set up 
by organisations responsible for managing coastal and inland flood risk.  Leading partners include the Environment 
Agency, Broads Authority, Natural England, internal drainage boards, district and county councils and the National 
Farmers Union. 

The BFI's main goal is to agree a strategic framework for future flood risk management that better copes with our 
changing climate and rising sea level - and the partners are seeking feedback from the communities affected. 

If you’re interested in spending an hour of your time learning about this important flood risk strategy for the Broads, 
you can register by completing the following form: 

https://forms.office.com/r/RA0nkHrQ0Q 

Joining details and guidance will be provided to you by email a week before the event.  If you have any questions in 
the meantime, please feel free to get in touch via:   

info@broadland-futures.org.uk or alternatively please contact Mark Collins, Vice Chair of NSBA 
(collinsmark@gmail.com). 

Diamond Emblem 1 
 

You will probably be aware of the unfortunate incident of a fatal person overboard from the motor cruiser 
Diamond Emblem 1 in August 2020 at Great Yarmouth Yacht Station. 
This incident was fully investigated by the Marine Accident Investigation Branch and the report published 
in May 2022;  MAIBInvReport 5/2022 - Diamond Emblem 1 - Very Serious Marine Casualty 
(publishing.service.gov.uk) 
Although this incident involved a hire boat it is important that private boat owners are aware of the 
circumstances and learn from the relevant parts of the report. If they have not already done so, boat 
owners are recommended to consider the report and 
take such action over the winter as is necessary to 
prepare for a safe season of boating next year. 
There were eleven recommendations made but 
probably the most relevant to NSBA membership are 
those regarding the importance of knowing your 
boat especially with respect to such things as dual 
control systems where the functions of switches and 
interlocks need to be known to relevant persons and 
clear labeling is advisable. 
Secure handholds and railings are important 
especially in the areas above the propeller.  
The importance of proper and secure storage of out 
of use mooring lines was also raised. 

 

 
 

https://www.broads-authority.gov.uk/looking-after/climate-change/broadland-futures-initiative
https://forms.office.com/r/RA0nkHrQ0Q
mailto:info@broadland-futures.org.uk
mailto:collinsmark@gmail.com
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/62710e0be90e0746ca7e55da/2022-5-DiamondEmblem1-Report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/62710e0be90e0746ca7e55da/2022-5-DiamondEmblem1-Report.pdf


Mike Evans 
 
As the Spring 2022 Newsletter went to press 
news was received with great sadness that 
Mike Evans had just passed away.  There was 
neither time nor space adequately to do him 
justice, so a full tribute was promised for this 
issue of the Newsletter. 
Mike had an outstanding sailing record.  His 
name first came to the attention of many in 
1958 when he won the Enterprise National 
Championship in Hocus Pocus crewed by a 
certain Miss Anne Thrower, soon to become 
Mrs Anne Evans.  In the same year Mike won 
the Endeavour Trophy, a trophy awarded to 
'the champion of champions' in dinghy sailing.  
In 1961 he won the Burton Cup and the 
National 12 Championship in Magician (fleet of 
200+).  Mike repeated the second feat a year 
later in Halloween.  Thereby he was the first person to win the National 12 Championship in successive 
years.  A news report at the time described Mike as a 'brilliant helmsman from the Broads [who] has an 
uncanny knack of putting a boat in the right place at the right time'.  So it continued throughout Mike's 
glittering racing career, whether winning the coveted Gold Cup eight times in his White Boat (Yare and Bure 
One-Design) Alder Kitten – he won it for the last time when 70 - or winning the Norfolk Punt 
Championships a number of times in Swallow II. 
Of course, there was much more to Mike's achievements than being an outstanding sailor.  He played a 
major role in developing our sport.  One of Mike's early achievements in this respect was his part in the 
early 1970s in establishing Queen Mary SC, now probably the biggest club in the country.  At an early stage 
he took on the Chairmanship of the founding consortium.  Mike then became the club's first Commodore 
and saw its establishment through to completion in record time, with 1000 members, buildings and 
everything else required for the club to start sailing. 
As a result of his success at Queen Mary, Mike was invited in 1973 to join the RYA Council.  After he left 
Council he remained one of the handful of its corresponding members for over 30 years. 
In 1984, Mike was team leader of the GB team at the Los Angeles Olympics.  This was undertaken under 
considerable financial strictures.  There was no financial support then for Olympic sailors.  The team had no 
base, not even a hut, for a meeting, so when Princess Anne, as she then was, visited they identified a rock 
and met her there.  This was the start of an acquaintance which lasted over the years.  It was not long ago 
that the Princess Royal was a member of the crew in Alder Kitten.  Mike was also responsible for the RYA 
Olympic campaigns at Seoul (1988) and Barcelona (1992). 
In 1985, Mike was elected RYA Chairman.  During his Chairmanship he persuaded the Princess to become 
President.  Mike resigned in 1987, having been headhunted at the highest level to become the Chief 
Executive of the International Yacht Racing Union (now World Sailing).  Mike served as Chief Executive with 
great distinction from 1987 to 1995.  In this role he was responsible for changing the national codes on 
sails, and for the formation of the World Youth and World Sailing Regattas. 
About Mike's more recent organisational career readers may be more familiar.  In 1988 Mike was appointed 
to the Broads Authority and to its Navigation Committee.  He served 12 years on the Authority and 17 on 
the Navigation Committee.  Mike served on both bodies with Martin Broom and David Adler.  They made a 
formidable trio striving to protect the interests of Broads boaters.  For over 14 years Mike was also the 
Independent Chairman of the Broads Authority's Water Recreation Panel and then served 14 years on the 
Authority's stakeholder group, the Broads Forum. 
Mike's role with the BA in its early years was particularly valuable as he brought a wealth of local 
knowledge and experience to its deliberations. 

 



Mike joined the Norfolk and Suffolk Boating Association's committee over 45 years ago, becoming 
Chairman (2003 – 2009) and President (2009 – 2015).  As committee Chairman, Mike displayed the gift of 
letting everyone participate whilst steering the meeting with a tight rein. 
Mike carried out these various functions with great distinction, astuteness and enthusiasm.  He displayed 
impressive leadership, as well as being particularly tactful when dealing with controversial issues.  He was 
good at calming troubled waters. 
Apart from Martin Broom, no one has achieved so much in protecting and promoting the interests of 
Broads boaters. 
Mike was a member of the Norfolk Punt Club and of the Norfolk Broads Yacht Club.  He and a friend joined the 

Norfolk Broads Yacht Club as schoolboys at the princely subscription of ￡1.10.0 p.a..  Initially he crewed in 

National 12 Pandora but the owner then lent her to Mike for two years, after which Mike and a friend 
bought her for a song.  As Mike recorded in 2018 about this period at the Club: 

'The Club was very formal.  The racing rules were strictly enforced so fouling another boat meant 
retiring instantly from the race.  Entry to the Race Officers Box was taboo and protests were much 
more serious matters.  Behaviour ashore was overseen by the Chief timekeeper, Mrs Tidcombe - a 
charming but formidable lady.  All the Officers and many members wore white yachting caps.' 

It must have been a strange experience for a schoolboy. 
Much later, Mike became one of the Club’s Trustees.  In the 1980s he was Class Captain of the White Boats. 
Mike was a member of a consortium which took over Cox's Boatyard at Barton Turf in 1995 and did much 
to reinvigorate it and to develop it into the thriving yard it is today.  Mike was well suited for involvement in 
the yard because of his technical know-how.  From an early age, he was involved in building, restoring or 
developing sailing boats.  Examples of his work are the building of the Enterprise Hocus Pocus (mentioned 
above) and the major restoration of three vintage Norfolk Punts, including No 1 Shrimp which Mike then 
donated to the National Maritime Museum.  Another example is National 12 No 1 Gipsy, once a museum 
exhibit but restored by Mike and raced at the 2010 Classic Dinghy Regatta at Norfolk Broads YC. 
In 2015, Mike was awarded an RYA National Award, the 'knighthood of the sailing world', in recognition of 
his outstanding achievements.  The presentation of the award by the Princess Royal was a memorable 
occasion.  Mike gained regional recognition in 2019 when he was awarded the coveted Martin Broom 
Trophy for his outstanding contribution to Broads Boating. 
In all his activities Mike enjoyed the unstinting support of Anne who, among many other things, 
campaigned with him so successfully over many years in YBOD Alder Kitten number 90. 
Mike was the most modest, congenial and helpful of men.  He was most generous with his time and was 
always prepared to give advice and encouragement, for example, by tuition in tuning and rigging to 
improve boat performance.  
In everything that he did, whether boatbuilding, racing, organisational work or whatever, Mike was a 
perfectionist.  In recent years, Mike had a serious illness, borne with fortitude. It was a very sad day when 
he decided in consequence to give up sailing because, in his words, he could no longer do it as he used to. 

 

 



NSBA Coffee Morning 
 

Many of you will have received an invitation by email to our first coffee morning.  If you have not informed 
your Administrator of your email address or you have changed your email address recently please let her 
know on julia.bower1@btinternet.com so that you do not miss out in future.  Please also remember to 
check your spam from time to time. 

Our first coffee morning was held at the Royal Norfolk and Suffolk Yacht Club on Saturday 15 October.  
Some 12 members attended and coffee and biscuits were provided by the Club. 
 
The round the table topics discussed included –  
 
Short stay/overnight moorings Are more needed? 
      Where? 
      Pontoons or ????? 
Weeds     Preservation before conservation? 
      Does cleaner water mean more weed growth? 
Dredging     Geldeston approach bend 
 
The people who attended all thought that it was a good and useful meeting.  The next coffee morning  will 
be held on Saturday 19 November at The Hotel Wroxham for 1030 to 1230. 
 
At the end of the morning we were treated by Ben Falat to a tour of the Club House, an explanation of 
some of the glass windows in the doors and a glimpse of, probably, the finest view of Lowestoft from the 
‘gods’ – high up on the roof (top deck) of the Club House. 
 
If you would like to attend/identify any topic to be discussed or perhaps an idea for a social event (BBQ), 
please get in touch with Robert Middleton (robertmiddleton@talktalk.net ) or Julia Bower 
(julia.bower1@btinternet.com). 

mailto:julia.bower1@btinternet.com
mailto:robertmiddleton@talktalk.net
mailto:julia.bower1@btinternet.com


Barton Posts 

 

A recent issue which has divided opinion among boaters about its desirability has been the installation of 
32 metal posts on Barton Broad as replacements for 30 wooden posts and two buoys.  The installation of 
all these posts took the boating community, including the NSBA and the Broads Hire Boat Federation, by 
surprise since there had been no consultation of the Broads Authority’s Navigation Committee, the NSBA 
or boaters in general of the intention to do so.  The only reference to such a move was hidden away in one 
sentence in a report to the Navigation Committee which said that the replacement of the older channel 
markers on Barton Broad was due to start in October 2022.  No reference was made to proposed change 
from wood to metal posts, nor was a number given.  At the end of August, the NSBA received a hearsay 
report about an upcoming indistinct navigation markers issue.  On Friday 2 September, the NSBA received 
a heads-up from a source-member of the Broads Authority (BA) that all  the wooden marker posts on 
Barton Broad were to be replaced with steel posts, commencing in the following week.  No mention was 
made of replacing two buoys with such posts. 
 
Although there was a division about the desirability of the installation of the new posts, there was 
widespread anger about the BA’s failure to consult the NSBA and other interested parties.  The NSBA 
therefore almost immediately requested the BA to refrain from commencing the project for the time 
being, pending consultation, and published an interim resumé on its website and social media.  The BA 
replied that the Barton works were pre-planned straightforward replacement of marker posts where some 
had been lost and to provide uniformity across all the posts.  It did, however, recognise that opportunities 
for engagement had been missed.  The installation of the posts was completed by the end of September.  
On Wednesday 6 October, the Barton posts issue was raised at a tripartite meeting (NSBA, Broads Hire 
Boat Federation and BA) where the BA was represented by the Chairman and the Chief Executive among 
others.  At the meeting, the BA admitted that lessons had been learned in missed opportunities for widest 
engagement.  On the following day the NSBA was offered separate scheduling of meetings for operational 
issues. 

 



Barton Turf Staithe 
The Broads Authority (BA) 24-hour mooring at Barton Turf Staithe, which is owned by owned by Barton 
Turf and Irstead Parish Council and is an area of particularly high demand for 24-hour moorings, ceased to 
be available this summer.  It had been operated by the BA under an arrangement whereby the staithe was 
leased for the BA for use as a free mooring for Broads boaters.  As the lease was due to expire in 2022, the 
Parish Council and the BA commenced negotiations in 2021 for the renewal of the lease.  The NSBA kept a 
close eye on these negotiations and actively encouraged the parties to reach a successful conclusion.  
Unfortunately, they failed to come to an agreement. 
As a result, the Parish Council decided to close the 24-moorings.  However, the front section, where there 
is a water tap, will stay (with the tap) for the foreseeable future for boats to refill with water and to do 
drop-offs/pick-ups but with no waiting time allowed.  Confirmation of the closure of the moorings was 
communicated ‘with a heavy heart’ to the NSBA by the Chairman of the Parish Council just before Barton 
Regatta.  At a meeting of the NSBA’s General Purposes Committee (GPC) held in the following week it was 
noted that a GPC member had been investigating the issues involved in the NSBA ‘taking on’ the staithe in 
the event that the BA and Parish Council could not reach agreement, a proposal which he had made at the 
April GPC meeting (where it was recognised that the matter could not be taken forward without due 
thought and a thorough appraisal).  Soon afterwards, another GPC member had a conversation with a 
member of the Parish Council, who was not discouraging, about the possibility in principle of the NSBA 
taking a seven-year lease on the staithe. 
In the light of this, the investigations undertaken until then, and a re-assuring survey of the piling 
conducted by a professional, the two GPC members drew up a list of what would need to be done if the 
idea of the NSBA taking over the staithe was to be carried forward for discussion with the Parish Council.  
Before investigating those matters, it was thought appropriate, before further time was spent on the 
issues, to find out from the Chairman of the Parish Council whether there was any possibility that it would 
be prepared to lease the area in question to the NSBA.  The Chairman’s reply was in the negative. 

 

 

https://www.rya.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/NSBA_GreenBook
https://www.facebook.com/NSBAGreenBook



