
Minutes of the Norfolk and Suffolk Boating Association General Purposes Committee Meeting held 
online on Friday 8 January 2021 at 5.00 pm 
 
Present:    Members of the General Purpose Committee 
In attendance: Potential future members of GPC pending election at next AGM, Monday 11 

January 2021. 

1. Matters arising from previous minutes 

Item 4 – Directors’/Officers’ Insurance 
The meeting was informed that NSBA now has the Directors’/Officers insurance added into its 
general policy (hence at advantageous cost) which covers anyone who takes any part in the 
management of NSBA.  A question was raised of what might happen if someone followed our 
advice and challenged us if it was not good advice;  NSBA should not be giving advice, that is 
not our purpose, and therefore such an event should not arise, however, this was quite the 
sort of thing that we were insuring and as long as we were diligent in how we couched 
comments, together with disclaimer in for example TheGreenBook.org.uk, we should be 
covered.   
The Green Book and website should include a suitable disclaimer to say that we are not liable 
for inaccuracies and anyone following information in NSBA’s publications should make their 
own assessment of risk; copied tide tables already include such a disclaimer.  NSBA provides 
information and is diligent in taking care in how it does this but perfection cannot necessarily 
be assumed at all times. 

Item 5 – Response to Covid 
Latest RYA guidelines for boating under lockdown have been published on NSBA’s website 
replacing previous ones.  There is still an issue of conflicting advice from BA and RYA to be 
pursued later in the meeting. 

Item 11 – AOB 
Presently the annual Flag Officers’ Event (FOE) is set for 19 March although it seems 
unlikely that this will proceed under existing state of national lock-down. 

2. Items arising from Nav Com Agenda 
 
The timing of today’s GPC was specifically to respond to the NavCom meeting due to be held 
on Thursday of next week;  the following items were drawn attention to and the Chair of NSBA 
consequently was to generate a summary for discussion with the Chair of the NavCom and 
BA’s Chief Exec prior to their due meeting:– 

 There is to be an increase in ranger patrols;  there is also to be a Boat Safety Scheme 
ranger.  NSBA challenges the BSS aspect. 

 There is an inconsistency in advice given by DEFRA, which the BA follows, and DCMS which 
the RYA follows.  DCMS treats mental and physical exercise equally and therefore allows 
motor boating, while DEFRA considers motor boats as a means of transport and as travel 
is restricted at the moment, motor boating is not allowed.  NSBA strongly challenges. 

 The railway bridges:  Reedham Bridge was closed again over Christmas.  NSBA perceives 
reasons given for closure are based on old, self-perpetuating information. NSBA 
strongly challenges. 

 Moorings at Belton Reach:  almost ready to go;  work at Burgh Castle is also now moving 
forward.  GPC endorses this. 

 NavCom have been asked to give feedback on reappraising how they are constituted, 
particularly for interest rather than belonging to a particular body.  NSBA requests that 
‘boating’ be considered a valid interest. 

http://thegreenbook.org.uk/


 BA has agreed to share any information on the Government Landscape Review as soon as 
received.  NSBA to chase 

 Broadland Futures Initiative (BFI) does not appear on the agenda, but is currently out to 
consultation.  NSBA asks for BFI to be highlighted in A.O.B. 

 Online training package of videos for hire boat companies is under way, funded through 
boating revenues.  NSBA requests that the package also be made available to all private 
boaters.  If not acceded to, then NSBA may contact MIOB for support. 

 Working group for the development at Trowse Bridge should include Boaters’ 
representation.  NSBA requests directly (not through BA) for representation. 

 The rangers have been allocated increased time to work on the waterways.  The split is 
30/70.  Funding has been given to Nav Com from National Parks.  NSBA notes this and 
endorses. 

 Depth surveys are currently underway to support dredging but these surveys are not 
necessarily published in timely fashion.  Some online charts are very out of date.  NSBA 
presses for earliest publication and asks for smaller contour intervals. 

 Maintaining safe public moorings.  Some electric pillars have been damaged and repaired.  
NSBA endorses this work. 

 BA has purchased additional floats for facilitating bank-side tree maintenance. NSBA notes 
that there is an outstanding issue with a huge barge which has been sitting on Oulton 
Broad for four years and which appears no longer required by the owner or the erstwhile 
contractor.  NSBA suggests that BA look into mitigating both BA’s budget and Oulton 
Broad’s vista by possible enforced removal  or  purchase. 

 Water Plant surveys:  an earlier offer by NSBA proactively to encourage its members to 
support ad-hoc surveys in these is rescinded. 

 Budgets: the overall impression is that the BA have done a good job over the last year 
bearing in mind the special circumstances.   NSBA commends BA’s successful approach 
under difficult circumstances.   

 Tolls.  Although it is possible to pay tolls online, the BA still do not appear to have 
addressed being able to apply online.  NSBA presses for portable card readers and general 
improved systems.   

 Residential Moorings Guide is now in draft form;  while NSBA noted that it does not 
address depravation it was agreed that this is not a matter for NSBA but for other 
agencies.  NSBA has no official stance. 

 NSBA notes a change in the tolls enforcement procedure where previously protracted 
process of letters and warnings before court action is now accelerated for repeat 
offenders.NSBA endorses the accelerated approach. 

 
3. Committee Individual Officers’ Roles 

 

A list of all duties allocation has been drawn up and will be shared within GPC. 

4. Date of next meetings 
 

AGM (fully virtual) scheduled for Monday 11 January 2021 
It was recognised that GPC had not formally addressed any change from the previous intent 
for a hybrid meeting; since hybridity was now precluded under National lock-down 
instruction, the change to fully on-line was put to vote and carried nem.con. 

Chair and Vice to attend a joint meeting of the NSBA, BHBF(Chair/Vice)  &  BA(Chief Exec & 
Nav.Officers) Wed-13-Jan-2021. 

NavCom meeting on 14-Jan-2021 to have observers from NSBA to act as independent 
monitors for NSBA’s input (above). 

While it has been usual to follow NSBA’s AGM with a first GPC meeting, because of the current 
proximity of several meetings, the next GPC ... t.b.a. 



The meeting ended at 6.30 pm 


