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Incidents and hazards are often not reported with the result that general lessons are not learned and corrective
measures are not taken. Members of the NSBA can do much to contribute to safety on the Broads.
A new scheme, to be operated in association with the Merchant Navy Association Boat Club (MNABC), an affiliated
club of the NSBA, is aimed at enhancing that contribution.
For some years, the MNABC has operated a scheme to promote safety in coastal waters under the brand name
'SeaVue', whereby MNABC members act as watchkeepers to ‘Spot, Plot, Report and Record’ incidents and hazards
to alert the Coastguard accordingly.
The MNABC is currently in the process of launching its 'MNA WaterWatch' scheme. MNABC members will undertake the same ‘Spot, Plot, Report and Record’ activities in respect of the UK's inland waterways.
Initially, the MNA WaterWatch scheme will be launched as a ‘pilot scheme’ in their East Anglian region.
The MNABC has invited NSBA to act as its partner in implementing the scheme on the Broads.
Where NSBA members agree to participate in the scheme (WaterWatch crew members) they will act as the eyes
and ears for the emergency services and the Broads Authority to:
SPOT a craft or person in difficulty
PLOT the position
REPORT the facts to HM Coastguard or appropriate inland waterway authority.
RECORD the incident by completing a WaterWatch Incident Report Form
Except in cases of emergency incidents, WaterWatch crew members will, of course, report incidents and hazards to
the Broads Authority rather than to HM Coastguard. WaterWatch crew members will also send their report to the
NSBA in order to enable it to monitor incidents and hazards and follow up developments and corrective actions. In
some cases it may also be necessary to produce a formal report to be forwarded to the Nautical Institute’s CHIRP
Charitable Trust.
NSBA members are encouraged to participate in the scheme which may appeal in particular to those who make
passages. If you would like to participate or want further details, please contact Commodore@seafarersafloat.com
Those who become WaterWatch crew members will be fully briefed and provided with WaterWatch Report Forms.

Broads Bridges
The opening bridges on the Broads are a problem to river traffic - opening mechanisms may fail, communication systems may not work and personnel may not be available. So it is very important to remember to make sure that we do all we can to keep them operational. That is what the NSBA is concentrating
on now and in the future. If you have any difficulties passing (or not passing!) through bridges, please let
the NSBA know and BA's Broads Control as well (01603 756056 or broads.control@broadsauthority.gov.uk).
Long term, bridges at Potter Heigham, Wroxham and Ludham will need to be made more navigable - as
witnessed with recent high water levels on the Broads - but our immediate problems are with rail swing
bridges and crossings in Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft (including Oulton which in the long term will also
need replacement).
In the short term, the problems with the swing bridges are closure for maintenance and Christmas closures. It was unfortunate that, despite Network Rail replacing sensors at Somerleyton, Reedham and Oulton bridges, the very high temperatures this summer caused bridges to be stuck in closed positions. The
NSBA has set up good contacts with Network Rail; we can get up-to-date information from them and
their contractors and we can pass on information and requests.
All bridge operators need to follow the law in regard to navigation: that is that bridges should open on
demand from navigators. At Christmas, the swing bridges must be open when trains are not running.
NSBA experience with contacts in the rail industry is that Network Rail will arrange it if the Broads Authority makes it clear that it is required.
The Haven Bridge at Great Yarmouth needs the same attention. This time it is Norfolk County Council that
is in charge. It must be able to open when required but, being a road bridge, it cannot be kept open. The
same applies to the road bridge at Mutford, now operated by East Suffolk Council.
There is a need to discuss with Network Rail and others involved, the replacement of Trowse Bridge and
when they want to proceed. The good news is that Great Yarmouth third crossing is going ahead, with
similar arrangements for passage as for the Haven Bridge and with waiting pontoons available. The construction of the new Lake Lothing road bridge ('the Gull Wing') starting in the Spring will cause some
changes for craft traversing between Mutford and Lowestoft, so keep an eye on the NSBA website for
news about this.
We have been in touch with the Broom Owners Club and they have raised a number of issues, besides
those above. There are
other concerns, eg signage on bridges, telephone contact, VHF
contact, which we are
pursuing. The fact that
the railway swing bridges are controlled from
Colchester
needs
watching to make sure
communications from
boaters on the rivers
are acted on. Do let
the NSBA know if you
find that this is not the
case!
We will keep working
on these issues!

Retirement of John Tibbenham
John Tibbenham has very reluctantly decided not to continue as a member of the General Purposes Committee
(GPC) of the NSBA after the AGM. Until recently, John, a
member of the Northern Rivers Sailing Club which (despite
its name) cruises the Southern Rivers as well as the Northern
Rivers, owned and sailed Mandolin, a Suncharm production
cruiser moored at South Walsham.
John joined the GPC in 2013. He has been an enthusiastic
and productive committee-member. He represented the
NSBA on the Broads Authority’s Boat Safety Management
Group and its Breydon Users Group, and also represented
the NSBA on occasions on the Broads Forum and the Forum’s successor, the Broads Engage Workshops. John has
been part of the NSBA’s team overseeing the Broadland
Youth Regatta and the racing for the Ramuz Trophy. John
has also willingly participated in a range of other NSBA activities as the need arose. Thoroughly reliable,
as well as personable and unassuming, John has been an outstanding GPC member, to whom the NSBA is
indebted. He will be greatly missed by the GPC.

New Mooring at Peto’s Marsh
The Broads Authority is installing a new pontoon mooring along Oulton Dyke to provide access for boaters to Suffolk Wildlife Trust’s Carlton Nature Reserve. Although the cost of this be will funded out of navigation income (essentially tolls), this will be offset by the provision by the Trust, free of charge, of accessible spoil dumping into an area of the Marsh from dredgings in the Oulton Broad area.
Initially, the NSBA General Purposes Committee had been concerned by the proposed siting of the pontoon mooring which was to be close to the Dutch Tea Garden mooring on the opposite bank of the dyke,
thereby reducing the width of the navigation and constituting a hazard to navigation. It is pleasing to report that, after the intervention of the NSBA, the Broads Authority agreed to move the site up the dyke
to a safer position.
Notice of the Annual General Meeting of the Norfolk and Suffolk Boating Association to be held on
Monday 23 November 2020, 7.30 pm at The Holiday Inn, Ipswich Road, NORWICH, NR4 6EP
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Apologies for absence
Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 25 November 2019
Matters arising
Chairman’s Annual Report
Award of Martin Broom Trophy
Financial Report and Accounts for 2020
Honoraria for Officers
Election of General Purposes Committee
Proposed Amendments to rules of NSBA
Green Book 2021
Regatta Dates for 2021 season
Other dates for 2021
Any other business

Norfolk and Suffolk Boating Association
Minutes of AGM held on 25 November 2019 at The Holiday Inn, Ipswich Road, Norwich, NR4 6EP
Present: Prof. Richard I Card (President) (RiC), Mrs Rachel A Card (RaC), Mr Brian E Wilkins (Chairman)
(BW), Mr David Talbot (Vice Chairman) (DT), Ms Julia Bower (Hon Administrator) (JB), Mr Jonathan Tibbenham (JT), Mrs Sue Hines (SH), Mr Jonathan Winterton (JT), Mr Jonathan Bolton (JBo), Mr Ben Falat
(BF), Ms Janet Gilmour (JG) and representatives of clubs, classes, individual members and invited
guests.
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and in particular our guests, Jennifer Broom
and Mr and Mrs Mike Evans.
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Apologies for absence: Apologies were received from Mrs Anne Whelpton, Mr Robert Whitefoot
(RW), Mr Chris Balls (CB), Mr Jamie Campbell (JC), Ms Karen Wightman (KW), Mr Les Mogford
(LM), Mr Peter Mantle (PM) and Mrs Barbara Barnes. David Church (DC) and Will Armour (WA)
post meeting.
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 26 November 2018: It was agreed that the
Minutes of the AGM held on 26 November 2018 were a true record subject to the following changes:Item 7 – The Financial Report and Accounts were for 2017 and not 2016.
Item 4 – In the event BW was not chosen to stand on the Nav Com for another term
Item 14 – The RYA Youth Rib Competition was cancelled and is not expected to be rescheduled.
Item 9 – The last line should read ‘BW then advised that the GPC are planning to co-opt Will Armour on to the Committee.
Matters arising from the Minutes: There were none.
Chairman’s Annual Report: BW commenced by stating that 2019 had been another great year
for Broads boating with an excellent turnout at regattas. The number of private boats tolled in
2018 had increased although the number of hire boats tolled had fallen.
Members of the GPC are attending Nav Com meetings on a rota basis as they are no longer represented on it.
Additional heritage articles had been included in the Green Book by our new Green Book Organiser, KW, to continue from the excellent work that PM had done for three years.
The BYR held on 31 August at Hickling Broad Sailing Club had been a great event with 71 competitors. The Centenary Salver was won by NBYC.
The Ramuz was raced in squibs at WOBYC on 9 November and was won by Snowflakes Sailing Club.
The NSBA responded to the DEFRA Landscape Review otherwise known as the Glover Report. The
recommendations were set out in the Autumn Newsletter and sent to every member and affiliated
club. We are in the early stages of working out the outcome for the Broads. There appears to be a
conflict in the recommendation of smaller boards to include more local representatives.
There is planned dredging on the River Ant, Hickling Broad and Waxham Cut this winter. The BA
have reduced their annual output but this is due to difficult locations which are more expensive.
Tree cutting continues to be inadequate.
At the last BA meeting the recommendation of the Nav Com for the proposed level of toll increase
was overruled and the BA intend to raise tolls in order to finance purposes other than navigation.
The NSBA 125 Birthday Party took place on a lovely sunny day at Coldham Hall on 8 September.
About 70 members attended. The event was combined with the launch of Jenny Riley’s book
‘Surlingham – A South Rivers Village’.
The GPC set up a Campaigns and Strategies group in June who have met three times so far.
BW announced that after four years, he is stepping down as Chairman.
Presentation of the Martin Broom Trophy: RiC introduced the trophy and explained why it is
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presented. This year it is being awarded to Mike Evans who has made an invaluable contribution
not only to Broads sailing but also on the international scene. Four years ago in 2015 he received
an RYA National Award. Mike has played an influential role in sailing at a regional, national and
international level. An early achievement was his role in establishing Queen Mary Sailing Club,
acting as Chairman of the five-club consortium and becoming the club’s first Commodore in 1972.
In 1973, Mike joined RYA Council, fulfilling the role of Chairman from 1985 until 1987, when he
became Chief Executive of the International Yacht Racing Union (now ISAF) until 1995. At the Los
Angeles Olympic Games in 1984, he led GB team and was responsible for the Olympic campaigns
at both Seoul and Barcelona.
In 1988 he was appointed to The Broads Authority, and its Navigation Committee, serving as Vice
Chairman and continuing until 1995. Mike also served over 14 years as Independent Chair of the
Authority’s Water Recreation Liaison Panel and on the Broads Forum. Mike joined NSBA some forty years ago and in 2003 became Chairman of the association and President from 2009. He retired
from this post in 2015. He is a longstanding member of Norfolk Broads Yacht Club, joining in 1958
and is currently a Trustee.
Mike has fulfilled each role with great distinction, whilst also achieving an outstanding sailing record; winning the Enterprise Nationals in 1958 and going on to win the National 12 Championships
in 1961, and 1962. He won the ‘Gold Cup’ eight times in his YBOD Alder Kitten and continued to
successfully campaign a Norfolk Punt, Swallow 2, into his mid-sixties. He was a colleague of Martin
Broom and David Adler and what a trio they made. Mike is an excellent ambassador showing wisdom and leadership and like Martin Broom he is congenial and modest.
There are few men whose dedication, commitment and efforts, can match Mike’s.
Award of the Tim Whelpton Trophy: The trophy was awarded to Joe Drake for the second year
running. Unfortunately Joe was unable to attend the event because he is now at university. In the
last year he attended the Standard Youth Nationals and achieved six firsts out of 9 races. He came
second overall at the UK National Championships and was the first British sailor at the Worlds in
Croatia. BF will present the trophy to Joe at his home club, WOBYC, at the first available opportunity.
BW explained that Anne Whelpton wanted the trophy to be presented, rather than not at all,
and is happy for it to go to the same person on more than one occasion.
At this point RiC made a presentation to Leona Levine who takes such good care of our trophies.
Thank you very much Leona.
Financial Report and Accounts for 2019: DT went through the accounts which are in good order.
Due to a change in printer there has been a significant reduction in producing the Green Book.
There has been an increase in production of the Newsletter since it was decided to return to mailing a printed copy. DT thanked Alan Mallett for scrutinising the accounts. The accounts were presented for acceptance.
Proposer:
RaC
Seconded:
Phil Ollier
Carried unanimously
It was proposed that Alan Mallet scrutinise the accounts again in the coming year.
Proposer:
Mike Barnes Seconded:
JG
Carried unanimously
Honoraria for Officers for 2019/2020: BW proposed an increase in the honoraria which amounts
to four percent, bearing in mind that there was no increase last year, as follows:
Administrator:

Up from £2,500 to £2,650

Hon Treasurer:

Up from £450 to £475

Green Book Organiser

Remains at £1,750

Web Site Manager

Up from £750 to £800

Proposer:
9

Mike Barnes Seconded:

JG

Carried unanimously

Election of Officers: BW thanked RiC for his continued support as President and proposed that
he continue.
Proposer:

JG

Seconded:

Bruce Thompson

Carried unanimously

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

At this point RiC took over and thanked BW for his work over the past four years and proposed BF
to take up the post.
Proposer:
BW
Seconded:
DT
Carried unanimously
Election of General Purposes Committee: The rest of the committee being CB, JC, JT, LM, JW,
PM, WA, BW, DC and JBo
Proposer:
RiC
Seconded:
RaC
Carried unanimously
BW then presented a gift to JG for her long service on the GPC commencing in 1999. During that
time she had represented the NSBA on the RYA Eastern Region and organised both the Ramuz and
BYR sailing events.
Similarly DT who has been a member of the committee for nine years and been an excellent Vice
Chairman.
RiC then gave BW a gift of thanks for his work as the Chairman over the past four years.
Appointment of Representative to the RYA Eastern Regional Committee: BF indicated his willingness to continue in post.
Proposer:
RaC
Seconded:
DT
Carried unanimously
The Green Book: RaC read a brief report on behalf of KW. Many thanks were given to all the
GPC members who helped KW in her first year and they are acknowledged on P 166 of the Green
Book. They are DT, CB, SH, JG, RaC, PM and JB. The 2020 edition will have a similar layout, keeping it easy to read eg class lists in pale yellow. The Fixtures meeting was held on Wednesday 20
November and thanks go to RaC and DT for their help. The list is a long way to being completed
but is not quite finished yet.
Regatta Dates for the 2020 season: DT gave the following dates:
TMOR
22-25 May 2020
Three Rivers
30 May 2020
Wroxham Week
27 July 2020
Horning Week
3 August 2020
Sea Week
10-14 August 2020
Oulton Week
23-28 August 2020
Barton Regatta
29-31 August 2020
Broadland Youth Regatta
5 September 2020
Yare Navigation Race
12 September 2020
Tri-icicle
18 October 2020
Ramuz – yet to be decided.
Other dates for 2020:
Flag Officers Event
20 March 2020
Fixtures Meeting
18 November 2020
AGM
23 or 30 November 2020
AOB: Phil Ollier raised the question of the placing of registration numbers on boats and in particular, Norfolk Punts. He noted that the BA regulations allow for concessions to be made for River Cruisers and keelboats but this does not cover punts because they have a lifting keel. Robin
Slatter, the NP captain will be getting in touch with BF to discuss. JBo asked if this applies to all
sailing dinghies. DT said that the BA have taken to a blanket following of the rules and it is too
strict. The rangers need to be advised and relax the rules a little. There is also a problem with
some motor boats who have come to the Broads from different UK waterways that have different
rules. BF will follow up.
BW took the opportunity to present the Centenary Salver (for the winning BYR team) to the representative from NBYC.
Questions from the floor: There were none but BW asked that Sue Hines’ service to the GPC
(stood down mid-term) be acknowledged as she has served us well. This was duly endorsed.

The meeting ended at 8.55 pm

Proposed amendments to the NSBA’s Rules
The following amendments of the NSBA Rules are proposed by the General Purposes Committee to the
AGM for adoption. The amendments are shown in tracked text. The explanation for the proposed changes is shown in the Comment after each set of Rules proposed for amendment.
Only those sets of Rules proposed for amendment are set out below. The entirety of the existing Rules
can, of course, be found in the Green Book.

(‘the Rules’) adopted 3rd December 2007; amended 1st December 2008
1. Name, Objects and Interpretation

‘Officers’ means a president, a chairman, a vice-chairman, an honorary administrator, an honorary treasurer, and an organiser of the handbook referred to in Rule 1.1.2

Comment: The purpose of the proposed amendment of Rule 1.1.1 is to reflect the fact that in practice the
NSBA acts to serve, protect and promote private users of pleasure craft on the Broads, related rivers and
the adjacent coast, and has not taken such action in respect of other areas of Norfolk and Suffolk. The
interests of private users of pleasure craft in those areas are looked after by the North West Norfolk Sailing Association and the Harwich Area Sailing Association which are regarded by the RYA as the relevant
associations in respect of their respective areas.
The proposed addition of "the Green Book" in Rule 1.1.2 is simply a drafting change to indicate the handbook referred to in the Rule.
The reason for the proposed removal from the list of officers in Rule 1.2 of the reference to a communicator is as follows:
When the current Rules were adopted in 2007, the list of officers was augmented by the addition of a
communicator whose task was preparing and disseminating information about the NSBA and its work.

The journalist appointed as communicator resigned in 2010 and was not replaced because experience
showed that the post was redundant since the communicator's task could be, and was being, done by the
chairman and other members of the General Purposes Committee (GPC). The reference in the Rules to a
communicator has been left in since 2010 pending the next set of amendments of the Rules. In recent
years, the GPC has increasingly become aware that the NSBA needs someone to develop and manage the
technical system of communications with members and affiliated clubs and organisations, and to edit the
NSBA website so that it only includes material still of current interest. The GPC has also been aware that
the NSBA also needs a person who can handle communications via modern methods, eg Facebook, Instagram, MailChimp, Messenger, SnapChat and WhatsApp. It was as a result of these needs that the GPC
decided to appoint a specialist in these areas who, like the NSBA's website manager, would not be a
member of the GPC or an officer (although welcome to attend GPC meetings from time to time). Like the
webmaster, this new style technical communicator would be entitled to an honorarium. The new style
post was advertised in the Spring Newsletter and, as reported in this Newsletter, the GPC has appointed
Claire Grasby to the post.
5. Subscriptions

5.2 A life member’s subscription shall be £200 or such greater sum as the AGM from time to time
determines.

Comment: The proposed amendment of Rule 5.2 is simply a tidying amendment. The life member's subscription was raised from £100 to £200 at the AGM in 2011.
7. General meetings
7.1 An annual general meeting shall be held on such day after the 1st day of September in each year
as the Committee may decide, provided that the interval between one such meeting and the
next shall not exceed 15 months. The business conducted at the meeting shall include:

All the elections and appointments made at an AGM shall be effective until the next annual general meeting and the retiring Officers, members of the Committee and other appointees shall
then be eligible for re-election and re-appointment.

7.7 When a ballot is held pursuant to Rule 7.6 then:

7.8 In matters concerning regatta fixtures each affiliated club and each open regatta committee shall
have one vote and individual members shall not have a vote.
7.9 At general meetings the quorum shall be fifteen (individual members or representatives of affiliated clubs and open regatta committees) provided that if an individual member is also a representative of an affiliated club or open regatta committee they only count once for the purposes
of quorum.
7.10 If individual members are also representatives of an affiliated club or open regatta committee
they may vote only once on a show of hands but on a ballot may vote both as an individual member and pursuant to Rule 7.7 on behalf of the affiliated club or open regatta committee they
represent.
7.11 In circumstances where the General Purposes Committee determines that the holding of a general meeting at a particular place would be illegal or hazardous to health or safety, rule 7.12 shall
apply.
7.12 Where a determination has been made under Rule 7.11, the General Purposes Committee may
determine that:
7.12.1

the general meeting need not be held at any particular place

7.12.2
the meeting may be held, and any votes may be permitted to be cast, by electronic
means or any other means.
7.12.3
the meeting may be held without any number of those participating in it being present together at the same place.
7.13 Where a general meeting is held pursuant to a determination under Rule 7.12, an individual
member or a representative of an affiliated club or open regatta committee does not have a
right:
7.13.1 to attend the meeting in person
7.13.2 to participate in the meeting other than by voting, or
7.13.3 to vote by particular means.
7.14 The provisions of these Rules relating to meetings have effect subject to Rules 7.11 to 7.13

Comment: The AGM has hitherto approved the honoraria, although there has been no provision in the
Rules requiring this. The proposed amendment to rule 7.1.2 incorporates this practice. The present requirement in Rule 7.1.2 for the AGM to appoint NSBA representatives to external bodies is usually unworkable in practice because invitations to nominate a representative can come at any time during the
year and need to have a quick response from the GPC. It is for this reason that the existing terms of rule
7.1.2 are proposed for deletion.
The proposed additional Rules contained in proposed Rules 7.11 to 7.14 seek to deal with cases where a
physical general meeting of the NSBA at a particular venue would be illegal or hazardous to health or
safety. Proposed Rules 7.12 would mean that in such circumstances a general meeting could be held virtually. By proposed Rule 7.14, where such a meeting was held the Rules relating to general meetings, eg
the quorum and number of votes of the various classes of members, would apply to it. Proposed Rule
7.13 is supplementary to proposed Rules 7.11 and 7.12. It seeks to protect the NSBA, where a meeting is
held under proposed Rules 7.11 and 7.12, against a complaint by a member or representative of an affiliated club or open regatta committee (M) that: (a) M has been prevented from attending a general
meeting in person, (b) M is unable to participate in the meeting other than by voting, or (c) M is unable to
vote by the means specified for the virtual meeting (eg, where the means specified are electronic, because M lacks the electronic means).

Comment: The proposed amendment of Rule 11 simply brings Rule 11 up to date legally.

Meet our new Communicator
We are very pleased to introduce Claire Grasby who
has recently been appointed to the post of Communicator.
We have realised for some time that we need a Communicator to bring our website up-to-date and help us better
communicate with our members. Claire is just the person
to do this. She has a background in media studies and IT
and currently works as Assistant to the Associate Dean for
Research in the Faculty of Arts and Humanities at UEA. As
you will see from her photograph, she is also familiar with
sailing. She is a qualified dinghy instructor at Oulton Broad
Water Sports Centre and is a member of the RYA and
WOBYC. Welcome aboard Claire.

Arrangements for the AGM
We have decided to go ahead with the AGM and the arrangements are as follows. The room we have
hired will hold 30 people at 1.5 metre distance. Certain officers and guests will be attending in person
and any remaining places are open to members to take up on a first come first served basis. Please notify me of your intention to attend in person by email to julia.bower1@btinternet.com or by telephone to
01603 623372. If anyone would like to attend online please send me an up-to-date email address.
Please note this is for members only. Of course, this may all be different if the current government
guidelines change before the meeting.

National Infrastructure Projects (Bridges) – Summary of NSBA-Relevant Involvement
There have been two NIS-Projects for bridges examined at Lowestoft and at Great Yarmouth and both
have since been approved.
1 The Lowestoft (Lake Lothing) Bridge completed the Examination stage and a recommendation was
passed to Central Government for a decision on 5 December 2019.
A) Because of the General Election, Government and Civil Service was constrained under rules of Pur
dah to not make public statements of significance;
B) therefore the decision date was indefinitely pushed back;
C) however while it was anticipated that a decision would be forthcoming early in the New Year, this
was again delayed.
The NSBA was fully involved as part of the local Leisure Boat Users group in developing pertinent ideas
and safety considerations. The NSBA will continue to monitor and be included in the final scheme of operation.
The Gt.Yarmouth Bridge Inspection followed Lowestoft’s by some 6 months, with evidence being called
for, Issue Specific Hearings being held and some elements of negotiation and clarification of baseline
stances.
The NSBA was involved as representative of the small-boat community within this harbour environment for large offshore industry support ships.
For the Issue Specific Hearing (Port Operations) the Chair of the NSBA and the Chair of RYA(E) attended in company.
The NSBA discussions with the Applicant, Norfolk County Council (Highways), included:A HAZ-ID session (Hazard-Identification) took place for invited parties during January-2020 and NSBA
was fully represented.
NSBA Stance

Item

Outcome

a)

Recognised

~ subject to addressing boating’s explicit concerns

b)

Requested

Commercial need
for a bridge
Waiting pontoons

c)

Requested

d)

Requested

Alternative pontoon
provision
Openings regime

e)

Requested

Single call point

f)

Requested

Message signs

g)

Objected

Bridge height

h)

Objected

Pontoon specification

i)

Objected

Fender specification

j)

Objected

Flooding

k)

Concerned

Pontoon position

l)

Concerned

Access to the Broads

+ accepted and included into the project on both upstream and
downstream sides of the bridge
- rejected: adjacent to bridge is the only available location within an
intensely developed hinterland both ashore and in-river
+ accepted: commercial openings on demand (incl. commercial repairs to private small craft; also flotilla transits)
+ accepted: there will be three bridges with separate operators; one
call point for combined three bridge passages
~ variable message signs (VMSs) will be provided at roads; further
discussion for their provision to the navigation
- rejected: unfeasible to provide a higher structure; 4.5 m air-draft,
50 m channel width, 88m river width
+ accepted to be suitable for small craft (<30 m)
Similar to standard marina specification;
Nil access to shoreside
+ accepted for bridge fenders to become continuous band rather
than discrete cones
~ Undergoing Study: Environment Agency recognized need for further study of Tide Gate effect and Wei effect of restricted flows
causing back-up and potential flooding in the Broads basin; NSBA
awaits outcomes
+ satisfied
The pontoons are ~ 50 m long;
Adjacent to bridge piers;
Extremities at set back of 11 m from the main passage;
Each operational opening requirement will be assessed for safety
with additional small boat openings if deemed necessary
+ accepted that bilateral consideration be given for any planned
works at both Lowestoft and Great Yarmouth

https://what3words.com
https://what3words.com/news/emergency/uk-emergency-services-rollout-what3words-in-controlrooms-to-save-resources-time-and-lives/
How to use what3words in an emergency?
Find the 3 word address for your current location on the free what3words app for iOS and Android.
It works offline – ideal for areas with unreliable data connection.
Share your 3 word address over the phone to the 999-call handler.
The emergency service can then coordinate a response directly to the exact location where help is
needed.

Administration Matters
Subscriptions
A gentle reminder that all subscriptions are due on 1 January. Please may I ask members who pay by
Standing Order to check your bank reference and, if necessary, amend it so that it shows your surname
and postcode so that I can easily identify you. We would urge all members who have not already set up
a Standing Order or a Direct Debit to do so as there is considerable time and expense spent in chasing up
non-payers.

Flags
Christmas is coming and if you are short of a stocking filler why not buy one of our flags. Our sewn
flags cost £30.00 including postage and the printed flag is £10 including postage.

Printed flag

Sewn flag

May I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year plus, of course, perfect boating conditions.

