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Ramuz Trophy 2019 

Results 

Heat 1 - 1st  SFSC, 2nd Waveney Sailability, 3rd NFSC 
Heat 2 - 1st W&OBYC, 2nd BASC, 3rd RCC 
Heat 3 - 1st RN&SYC 2nd Waveney Sailability, 3rd BASC  
Heat 4 - 1st WOBYC, 2nd RCC, 3rd NBYC 

Final  
1st  Snowflakes SC – Sally Dugdale & Roger Hannant  
2nd Beccles ASC – Dave Gentry & Jackie Soards  
3rd Waveney Sailability – Kerr Sinclair & Geoffrey Ansdell 
4th Waveney & Oulton Broad YC – David Gooch & Marc Moncrieff  
5th Royal Norfolk & Suffolk YC – Richard Sullivan & Sue Harper 
6th River Cruiser Class – James Dugdale & Toby Pearce  
 
The 2019 NSBA InterClub Championship for the Ramuz Trophy was hosted by Waveney & Oulton 

Broad Yacht Club on Saturday 9 November, having been rescheduled from 28 September due to adverse 
weather.  The event was sailed in Squibs, provided by club members, on Oulton Broad.  Many of the top 
dinghy sailors in the Broads area, representing twelve local clubs took part in the annual event.  Four 
back to back heats were sailed and the top six clubs went on to sail in the final.  The event was held in 
cool but sunny conditions with a light south westerly breeze for the four back to back heats.  Officer of 
the Day, Ben Falat set a simple course with the start mark close to the Club, ideal for spectators.  In Heat 
1, Snowflakes SC represented by Sally Dugdale and Roger Hannant led after the first round, followed 
closely by Kerr Sinclair and Geoffrey Ansdell sailing for Waveney Sailability.  There was close racing be-
tween these two teams with the lead changing several times ahead of the rest of the fleet.  Sally did cross 
the line ahead of Kerr and Geoffrey who held on to second place, finishing ahead of Norwich Frostbite SC 
sailors Jamie Manners and Danny Tyrell in third place. 
There was close racing in Heat 2, with the lead changing between the home team WOBYC sailors David 
Gooch and Club Squib Captain Marc Moncrieff and Dave Gentry and Jackie Soards sailing for Beccles ASC.  
They finished in that order with third place going to River Cruiser Class sailors James Dugdale and Toby 
Pearce, who had held that position for most of the race. 
In Heat 3 Royal Norfolk and Suffolk YC sailors Richard Sullivan and Sue Harper took an early lead and held 
their position for the race, closely followed by Waveney Sailability for the duration of the race.  BASC 
edged ahead of Norwich Frostbite sailors to finish in third position.  Heat 4 was dominated by the host 
club sailors finishing ahead of the River Cruiser Class sailors in second position with Jimmy Tubby crewed 
by Richard Parker representing Norfolk Broads Yacht Club crossing the line in third place. 
The six clubs with best results from the four heats went on to sail in the final race. 
Sally Dugdale crewed by Roger Hannant sailing for Snowflakes SC took an early lead, followed closely by 
son James Dugdale sailing for the River Cruiser Class.  Beccles sailors Dave Gentry and Jackie Soards were 
just over the line and had to restart.  The wind was dropping throughout the race and the positions 
changed frequently behind the leaders, but the BACS team sailed through the fleet and finished a very 
close second behind SFSC.  Waveney Sailability finished third, followed by the home Club WOBYC, 
RN&SYC and the River Cruiser Class. 

 



The magnificent Ramuz Trophy was presented to Sally Dugdale and Richard Hannant by Janet Gilmour, 
retiring member of the NSBA Committee and Ramuz Organiser.  Commemorative glasses were also pre-
sented to all finalists.  This is the second time Sally has won the award for Snowflakes SC.  In 1997 she lift-
ed the Trophy when it was then sailed in Norfolk Dinghies at NBYC.  Since the Ramuz Trophy was first pre-
sented in 1950, only one other lady has won the award.  That was Jane Pye, also representing SFSC, when 
the event was sailed in Wayfarers at RBSC in 2016.  Sally has also won the Ramuz Trophy as crew on a 
number of occasions.  NSBA Chairman Brian Wilkins thanked the host club for organising such a profes-
sional, friendly and successful event with a great atmosphere and delicious refreshments, all club mem-
bers who very kindly lent their equally matched Squibs and all competitors for participating.  We are 
grateful to Alan Boswell Insurance Group for covering the event.  

Something not quite right? 
 

For general issues with flotsam, debris, bank-side fallen trees, speeding, 
spills, accidents, in fact anything else including navigation advice 

Broads Control 
If you want to contact the Broads Authority to report an incident, you can 
phone 
Broads Control on 01603–756 056, VHF Ch12 
or email broads.control@broads-authority.gov.uk 
Broads Control is manned between the hours of 9am and 6pm during sum-
mer and 9am until 5pm during winter. 
Please always phone 999 in case of emergency. 

Be prepared to give postcode, grid reference, What3Words or other 
location detail AND describe special circumstances or access infor-
mation. 



The Swing-Bridges Way Forward 
 

All organisations involved have to follow not just the rules of navigation to take this forward, but bridg-

es legislation as well (dating back to The Railways Act 1863).  It may be of general interest that of 8 swing-
bridges nationally, four lie within The Broads;  operation of such systems are therefore not normal for 
Network Rail but rather reflects a set of, as Network Rail refers to them, ‘minor assets’ for which Network 
Rail nevertheless accepts a need to focus exceptionally;  NSBA has taken up this challenge of keeping NR 
focused! 
There are many issues with the railway swing-bridges:  they range from communication on a daily basis to 
opening times, and then closing when the railway is being upgraded or closing when there are no trains 
running.  If any river users ever experience actual difficulty or impediment in passing bridges they are 
strongly encouraged to communicate this to NSBA (this is essential) for the purpose of collecting data, as 
well as directly to Network Rail;  there exists said statutory requirement for bridges to be opened if trains 
are not approaching. 
This arose at Christmas when bridges might have been closed to river traffic over the holiday; – NSBA li-
aised directly with Network Rail and received assurance that Somerleyton bridge would be left in the 
open-to-navigation position.  While some problem remained for Reedham, this could not be resolved rap-
idly enough and under approval by the Broads Authority it was to be left in the closed-to-navigation posi-
tion;  however NSBA intends to press that in future similar situations, bridges will be left open-to-
navigation. 
NSBA’s communication with Network Rail started with the Regional Director who understandably passed 
it to his operational staff locally.  The day to day issues are being resolved.  VHF operating Channel-14 
does not always work because of over-use with other port radio traffic but Ch12 could be used in future.  
The ability to phone using a mobile has been confirmed with the phone numbers being available. 
With modernisation and maintenance increasing works on the railways, we need to ensure that the bridg-
es always open and are flexibly operational. 
NSBA is also working with the Broom Owners’ Club in all of this.  
Any NSBA member who has a general issue with swing-bridges is welcome to get in touch with us which 
may assist NSBA in its ongoing efforts. 
 



 
 National Infrastructure Projects (Bridges) 
 

Summary of NSBA/RYA relevant Involvement.  There are two 

NIS-Projects for bridges currently under Examination at Lowes-
toft and at Gt.Yarmouth. 
 
The Lowestoft (Lake Lothing) Bridge has completed the Exami-
nation stage and a recommendation was passed to Central Gov-
ernment for decision on 5 December 2019. 
a) because of the General Election, the Government and Civil 

Service was constrained under rules of Purdah to not make 
public statements of significance; 

b) therefore the decision-date was indefinitely pushed back; 
c) however, while it was anticipated that a decision would be 

forthcoming early in the New Year, this has, at time of 
writing, not yet happened. 

d) political parties pre-election appeared to favour support for 
NIS type of projects, however, subsequently the H2S project 
appears to be gulping all available funding streams. 

The Gt Yarmouth Bridge is at an earlier stage of Inspection (at 
~4-months into a 6-month period), with evidence being 
called for, Issue-Specific Hearings being held and some ele-
ments of negotiation and clarification of baseline stances. 

i) NSBA/RYA have been involved as representative of the 
small-boat community within this harbour environment for 
large offshore industry support ships. 

ii) for the Issue-Specific-Hearing (Port Operations) Chair RYA(E) and Chair NSBA attended in company. 
iii) NSBA discussions with the Applicant, Norfolk County Council, have included:- 

Proposed Lowestoft 3rd Crossing 

Plan of proposed Gt Yarmouth  3rd Crossing 



 NSBA/RYA 
Stance 

Item Outcome 

(a) Recog-
nised 

Commercial need 
for a bridge 

~ subject to addressing boating’s explicit 
concerns 

(b) Requested Waiting pontoons + accepted and included into the project on 
both upstream and downstream sides of 
new bridge 

(c) Requested Alternative pon-
toon provision 

- rejected:  adjacent to bridge is the only 
available location within an intensely devel-
oped hinterland both ashore and in-river 

(d) Requested Openings regime + accepted:  commercial openings on de-
mand (incl. commercial repairs to private 
small-craft;  also flotilla transits) 

(e) Requested Single call-point + accepted:  there will be 3 bridges with 
separate operators;  one call point for com-
bined 3 bridge passages 

(f) Requested Message signs ~Variable Message Signs (VMSs) will be pro-
vided at roads;  further discussion for their 
provision to the Navigation 

(g) Objected Bridge height - rejected;  unfeasible to provide a higher 
structure;  4.5m air-draft, 50m channel 
width, 88m river width 

(h) Objected Pontoon specifica-
tion 

+ accepted to be suitable for small craft 
(<30m), similar to standard marina specifica-
tion;  nil access to shoreside 

(i) Objected Fender specification + accepted for bridge-fenders to become 
continuous band rather than discrete cones 

(j) Objected Flooding ~undergoing study:  Environment Agency 
recognised need for further study of tide-
gate effect and weir effect of restricted flows 
causing back-up and potential flooding in the 
Broads basin;  NSBA awaits outcomes 

(k) Concerned Pontoon position + satisfied: 
 The pontoons are ~50m long: 
 Adjacent to bridge pier; 
 Extremities are set back of 11m from the 

main passage; 
 Each operational opening requirement 

will be assessed for safety with additional 
small-boat openings if deemed necessary 

(l) Concerned Access to the 
Broads 

+ accepted that bilateral consideration be 
given for planned works at both Lowestoft 
and Gt Yarmouth 

(iv)  A HAZ-ID session (Hazard-Identification) took place for invited parties during January-2020 and 
NSBA/RYA were fully represented. 



 Spreading the News about the NSBA 

 
The NSBA would like to improve its handling of news about its activities, so it has decided to appoint a suitably 
qualified enthusiast to act as its Communicator.  The Communicator will be paid an honorarium. 
 
Activities (with support of Chairman and Administrator) 
 Development and management of communication with NSBA individual members and NSBA affiliated clubs 

and organisations. 
 Dissemination (a) of NSBA-related news and (b) of activities and proposals liable to impact on recreational 

boating on the Broads. 
 Maintenance of content of the NSBA website. 
 Social media feeds linked to NSBA website and NSBA Newsletter. 
 Promotion of NSBA membership (individual or affiliated club/organisation). 
Methods (working independently) 
 E-Newsletter and/or hard copy Newsletter; Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, MailChimp, Messenger, SnapChat, 

WhatsApp, YouTube and any others as appropriate. 
 E-mail alerts to individual members and affiliated clubs/organisations about Broads issues and events. 
 Website, regularly updated by the Communicator. 
Person specification 
Essential:  
 Ability to use a significant number of the methods described above. 
 Ability to work unsupervised. 
 Ability to meet deadlines. 
 Ability to write in a clear and concise way with language appropriate to its audience.  
 Access to relevant IT. 
 Knowledge of the Broads boating scene. 
Desirable: 
 Journalistic experience. 
 Ability to attend meetings of the General Purposes Committee from time to time. 
Assistance by others 
The Communicator may use the assistance (a) of others in respect of generating/collating NSBA-specific articles or 
items, or (b) of the NSBA Webmaster in respect of uploading or removing items to/from the NSBA website.  
Honorarium 
The honorarium will be £2,650 per annum. 
Questions 
If you have any questions about the task, please contact the NSBA Chairman, Ben Falat (benfalat@gmail.com; 
01502 573570). 
Application 
If you wish to apply, please send a letter of application to the Hon Administrator (julia.bower1@btinternet.com), 
explaining how your expertise and experience suits you for the role.  The closing date for applications is Saturday 
11 April. 

GPC says Farewell to David Talbot 
 

David joined the NSBA's General Purposes Committee in 2010 and became its Vice-Chairman the year 

after.  He played a significant part in modernising the communication 
methods of the GPC and the website of the NSBA.  His technical skill with 
spreadsheets helped the GPC's Tolls Review Group suggest a different ap-
proach to toll rates across the various types of craft on the Broads.  Fol-
lowing the Group's presentation of a booklet explaining this and showing 
its effects on every type and size of boat, the Broads Authority approved a 
new structure for tolls, sadly now defunct.  David was an active member of 
the GPC, despite having a demanding job, and a wise and supportive Vice-
Chairman for two Chairmen.  We shall greatly miss his input and wise 
counsel but wish him a more relaxed life-style. 

mailto:benfalat@gmail.com
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NSBA Committee says Goodbye to Janet Gilmour 
 

Janet was a member of our General Purposes Committee 

(GPC) for 20 years but decided that this was long enough!  The 
GPC was very sorry to see her go and a presentation was made 
to her at the last AGM. 
Janet's activity as a GPC member revolved around three main 
activities - the RYA, the Ramuz Trophy and the Broadland Youth 
Regatta.  As one of the NSBA's representativess for 14 years on 
the RYA Eastern Regional Committee, Janet's role involved not 
only representing the interests of Broads boaters but also, for 
much of her time on this Committee, she held the Regional Con-
ference Organiser portfolio. 
Janet was the principal organiser of the NSBA's annual Broads 
Inter-Club Championship for the last seven years.  This event, 
started in 1950 after Len Ramuz provided the NSBA with a fine 
trophy, has been very successful and is keenly contested by 
clubs affiliated to the NSBA.  Each year clubs may enter one 
team and the event always attracts the best crews.  The event's 
continued success has been hugely helped by Janet who has de-
vised new systems of allocating craft and qualification for the 
final.  In addition, as Chairman of the NSBA's Sailing Sub-
Committee, Janet has been involved with the running of the NSBA's annual Broadland Youth Regatta - an-
other event which is hosted by different clubs each year.  So, through her dedicated work in organising 
both these NSBA competitive events, Janet is well known to Broads sailors. 
For many years she sailed a Javelin dinghy both at her home club, Buckenham Sailing Club on the River 

Yare, and at open meetings; more recently she has 
sailed a Leader.  Janet has organised the Triple B - the 
Southern Broads equivalent to the Three Rivers Race 
which starts at Horning.  Like that race, it involves a pas-
sage race (for 30 miles), but the difference is that sailors 
can choose their start time according to the wind and 
tide conditions most suitable for their particular boat.  
The name, Triple B, reflects the fact that the boats start 
at Buckenham, go downriver to Breydon and Back again 
to Buckenham.  Janet has been involved with every race 
since it began in 1991.  This year's Triple B will be on 
Saturday 26 September. 
In all her activities Janet gives her all to what she does, 
whether it be as a club officer (as at Buckenham) or or-
ganising social events, being an utterly reliable com-
mittee member and making sure that the job is done.  
Her contribution to the boating community was recog-
nised when she was presented with an RYA Regional 
Award for Lifetime Commitment in 2017.  We shall miss 
that contribution and her company at meetings. 
Someone told us 'Every club should have a Janet!'.  
Thank you Janet for all that you have done for the 
NSBA! 

Janet and Rachel Card at the AGM 



 
 
The Martin Broom Memorial Trophy 

At the AGM the trophy was awarded to Mike Evans who has 

made an invaluable contribution not only to Broads sailing but also 
on the international scene.  Four years ago in 2015 he received an 
RYA National Award.  Mike has played an influential role in sailing 
at a regional, national and international level.  An early achieve-
ment was his role in establishing Queen Mary Sailing Club, acting 
as Chairman of the five-club consortium and becoming the club’s 
first Commodore in 1972. 
In 1973, Mike joined RYA Council, fulfilling the role of Chairman 
from 1985 until 1987, when he became Chief Executive of the In-
ternational Yacht Racing Union (now ISAF) until 1995.  At the Los 
Angeles Olympic Games in 1984, he led GB team and was respon-
sible for the Olympic campaigns at both Seoul and Barcelona. 
In 1988 he was appointed to The Broads Authority, and its Navigation Committee, serving as Vice Chair-
man and continuing until 1995.  Mike also served over 14 years as Independent Chair of the Authority’s 
Water Recreation Liaison Panel and on the Broads Forum.  Mike joined NSBA some forty years ago and in 
2003 became Chairman of the association and President from 2009.  He retired from this post in 2015.  He 
is a longstanding member of Norfolk Broads Yacht Club, joining in 1958 and is currently a Trustee.  
He was a colleague of Martin Broom and David Adler and what a trio they made.  Mike is an excellent am-
bassador showing wisdom and leadership and like Martin Broom he is congenial and modest. 
There are few men whose dedication, commitment and efforts, can match Mike’s.  

Litter Picking 
 
Many within the boating community will al-

ready be aware of the Green Blue, an RYA Cam-
paign for improving our marine environment.  With-
in this there is the Big Plastic Pledge which encour-
ages the reduction of single use plastics at sporting 
venues and The Final Straw, which is an expanding 
initiative in and around the Solent for cleaning up 
beaches and community spaces.  Translating that to 
the Broads, doubtless we have all seen a plastic 
bottle floating along on its way down rivers, the lost 
fender or bin bag caught in the reeds and other bits 
and pieces of litter around our water ways, moor-
ings and riverside locations.   
Some clubs and boating groups already have regu-
lar litter picking days on their waters retrieving as 
much litter they can, especially plastics, and others 
have simple and effective waste disposal arrange-
ments, segregating what can and cannot be recy-
cled. 
One example is Coldham Hall Sailing Club where 
they are organising a litter pick day on their stretch 
of the River Yare.  Commodore Gary Corbett says “A 
few miles downriver from Norwich, in the Brundall 
and Surlingham part of the river Yare we do see 

quite a few items passing by, so this year we are 
going to have a day in April when club members 
with the use of the safety boat and a canoe will be 
on the lookout for plastic floating litter which can 
be retrieved, bagged up and properly disposed of.”  
We hope that members of the Broads boating com-
munity will follow suit and pick whatever they can 
and when they can safely from the rivers and 
Broads they are using, to show they care about the 
environment. 
NSBA would be delighted to hear from other clubs 
who are also planning this or any similar activities. 

 
 
HAPPY BOATING FROM ALL AT NSBA 


