Norfolk and Suffolk Boating Association

SPRING NEWSLETTER 2019
NSBA is 125 years old
Dear Member
Yes, the Norfolk and Suffolk Boating Association is 125 years old this year.! To mark the occasion
we have included some special articles looking back at 125 years and more of sailing on the
Broads plus some thoughts on the next 25 years. We are also having a Birthday Party to which
all our members are invited. It will take place on Sunday 8 September at Coldham Hall. Some
moorings will be available. Please see the advert below for details. It is important that you RSVP
to me so that I can give you a voucher to claim your Fizz and Chips on the day. On behalf of the
General Purposes Committee we do hope that we will see as many of you as possible.
Best wishes.
Julia Bower
Hon Administrator

Then … and Now—A Brief History of Broads Yachting over the Last
125 Years +

Lateener Racing at Aylsham 1850

Broads yachting found its earliest form in village copied it after their return to Derby’s Hard in
waterfrolics; fun days on the water that included a
not unnatural desire for professional watermen to
test their skills against each other. Wroxham waterfrolic is one of the oldest, if not the oldest. The
events passed largely unrecorded, although a local
paper reported the tragic drowning of a father and
son at Wroxham in 1802. Waterfrolics were often
held in places we might not consider suitable: Dilham or Aylsham are a couple of examples. To date,
the short-lived Aylsham Aquatic Club is the oldest
Broads sailing club on record. The town has in its
possession, a fine watercolour of lateeners racing
near the lock.
Lateen is an arab rig and it isn’t obvious how it came
to dominate Broads yacht racing in the early part of
the 19th century. Nelson’s young officers may have

Gorleston from their Nile campaign or it could simply be a derivation of a three masted herring lugger.
Regatta is a word that doesn’t appear until around
1850. It’s a Venetian word, describing a mooring
place. In those days, you were disqualified for moving at the start. At the gun, competitors were
moored by the stern when professional crews hoisted sail and set off around the course. The Royal
Norfolk and Suffolk Yacht Club didn’t attempt their
first ‘flying start’ until 1882. Owners would usually
not be on board during a race but might entertain
their friends on a convenient houseboat, something
like owning a racehorse today. The lateeners had
gone by 1860, outmoded by what were described as
cutters. This description then applied to any vessel

built for speed, rather than carrying capacity. The
cutters had narrow, ‘plank-on-edge’ hulls, considerable ballast and usually huge bowsprits. Prize money was considerable (a regatta in 1866 carried a £10
first prize for a four boat race – roughly equivalent
to a year’s agricultural wage). The enormous prize
money continued to drive development and the
Broads were right in the forefront. In 1892 George
Mollet, by then working at Brundall, built a boat
called Castanet for Russell Colman, scion of the
mustard dynasty. Mollett was already considered
master of the dinghy classes and produced a boat
with what he described as two sterns. He wanted
to create a boat that went over the water rather
than forcing itself through it like the old cutters.
The first ‘skimming dish’ was born and it happened
on the Broads. Mollet beat Linton Hope by a year.
In fact, when Linton Hope was building his first
skimming dish on the Thames, Mollet had already
progressed to a tunnel-hulled rater called Gossip.
Prize money could easily pay the build costs of a
successful boat within the first season. In 1894, into
this highly competitive sailing scenario, the Royal
Norfolk and Suffolk Yacht Club felt it necessary to
sponsor the Norfolk and Suffolk Yacht and Sailing
Clubs Association to co-ordinate fixtures, rules and
measurement. Racing boats were becoming lighter,
faster and more specialist. Nicholas Everitt wrote
complaining of boats built no thicker than a cigar
box in his famous book, ‘Broadland Sport’, published at the end of the Boer War in 1902.

Coldham Hall Regatta 1906

An increasing level of prosperity permitted personal
transport, which enabled a migration of Broads
yachting away from George Stevenson’s railway line
along the Yare to the North River. All equipment

sports tend to gain performance when money is
thrown at them and international successes were
beginning to fall into place for Broads yachting.
Chris Boardman (of How Hill) won the region’s first
Olympic Gold medal in 1936. Six metre teams had
already gone to America and won the British America’s Cup. The International 14, that had its roots in
the old lug-rigged Norfolk 14’ Restricted Class centred around the Royal Norfolk and Suffolk Yacht
Club at Oulton Broad and the class became the major fleet of racing dinghies in the country. It’s fair to
say that Broads’ sailors dominated dinghy racing
nationally and were giving an increasingly good account of themselves at an international level. Colin
Newman was first boat home in the 1935 Fastnet
and Broads’ sailors had been involved in Americas
Cup challenges. At the club’s centenary, the commodore of the Royal Norfolk and Suffolk was able to
claim that Great Britain had won two Gold Medals
in fifty years and they’d both been won by members.
Two World Wars not only imposed profound changes on British society but also left the country effectively bankrupt. Yacht racing is hardly a priority in
the face of food, clothing and petrol rationing.
There was no money to import wood for inessentials but plywood had been used for wartime aircraft manufacture and was available. Into this scenario stepped a young Jack Holt, who was a cabinet
maker by training and unused to the threedimensional curves of traditional boatbuilding.
There were others developing ply dinghy construction but none had enjoyed the financial backing and
expertise that Jack found in his partner Beecher
Moore. At a time when around 35 new International
14s were being registered every year, at an average
cost of around £350 each, Jack Holt was able to sell
30 Enterprise dinghies a week at around £100. Cecil
Jeckells had some cheaper, blue stained sail cloth
and the rest is all of our history. Jack became the
most successful small boat designer in history. A
Mirror dinghy still takes some beating as a two person boat for young people. The fifties and sixties
represented the greatest influx into small boat sailing the UK has ever seen. Some will recall the Horning Week Enterprise fleet racing in three, sometimes four starts.
As the UK economy improved so did our international yachting results. There was plenty of yachting

on the Broads but the dominance of the pre-war
years had gone. Competition was carried on in the
Corinthian manner where everyone paid their way.
Whilst the RYA’s current ‘squad system’ undoubtedly produces medal winners, the dichotomy remains
between money and performance. As the ‘Jack Holt
generation’ reach the end of their competitive sailing, it seems probable that the ‘squad system’ may
be reversing Holt’s spectacular achievements in
making sailing available to so many people.
Jamie Campbell

Caprice 1940

Cruiser Class rules to make it clear that RCC boats
will not have to display the registration letters and
numbers on their transoms. The RCC is writing to
its members and the BA will write to those owners
of river cruisers who are not members of the class
Following many months of negotiations with the to inform them of the change in wording of the
Broads Authority, we are pleased to advise a satis- guidance adding some 'best practice' information.
factory outcome for River Cruiser owners.
The NSBA supported the RCC committee in their
In 2018, BA officers summarily issued hundreds of negotiations and celebrates this victory for common
non compliance notices to boat owners who have sense.
been following the guidance for making their boat
recognisable with its registration number in 50mm
high letters on the bow or hanging from the bowsprit, and the registered name on the transom. This
has been accepted practice since the Authority was
formed 30 years ago.

Registration Marks – Successful
Negotiation

We encourage the BA’s endeavours to check annually for compliance with payment of tolls and maintaining a current boat safety certificate where appropriate – if your boat has gas cooking and/or an
electric start engine.
Section 6 of the guidance document will be rewritten using the wording taken from the River

Flags
Is it time to invest in one of our flags
or renew an old one? The printed flag is
still £10 including p and p and the sewn
flag is £30 including p and p. Please
contact
your
administrator
at
julia.bower1@btinternet.com or 01603
623372.

Printed flag

Sewn flag

please consider volunteering – just call the BA on
01603 610734 and ask for the volunteer coordinator.
Dredging of Hickling Broad over the winter Bankside clearance work is extending, over winter,
2018/19, with a target of 5,500m3, is again under- on the Ant at How Hill, Irstead and Neatishead and
way. Now in the fourth year of over winter dredg- at the Old Yare at Trowse and at Womack Dyke.
ing on Hickling, this is the first of three years
planned dredging and reed bed reconstruction funded by an EU grant under CANAPE to construct a one Two Broads Bridges
hectare reedswamp, ‘Chara Bay’, out of geotextile
tubes and sediment dredged from the marked chan- There is no guarantee that Broads boaters will not
suffer further railway bridge closures to navigation
nel. Details of this ground breaking project are acin 2019 after the horrendous closure saga last year
cessible at this link: https://northsearegion.eu/ at Reedham and Somerleyton, which prevented the
canape/news/canape-first-sediment-dug-at-hickling passage of large or tall vessels. The Broads Authori-broad/.
ty has been talking to Network Rail about the probSo far this financial year 2018/19, 17,500 cubic me- lems for several years and in August 2018 held a
tres of sediment has been removed from the lower workshop attended by Network Rail and representaBure, to a setback area at Six Mile House. When the tives from boat users and the BA.
latter is full, late winter work will transfer to South The bridges were both built in 1906 and are effecWalsham Fleet Dyke, then to the reach between tively at ‘end of life’. Network Rail have carried out
Acle Bridge and Oby. At the time of the January re- engineering studies and consultations which recentport to the Nav Com, 25,580m3 had been dredged in ly concluded that replacement opening structures
are the preferred long-term maintenance option.
the current financial year.
The Authority is on target to spend £577, 000 on However, special funding is required from the Govdredging in this financial year, however, the target ernment, which Network Rail intend to apply for in
volume was down on past years from 50,000m3 to March.
40,000m3. The NSBA believes this reduced output is The NSBA will continue to lobby for an improveinsufficient to adequately maintain the navigation. ment in the reliability of the two bridges. In order
RYA and NSBA have pressed for the 50,000m3 to be to support the case for the special funding for rereinstated as a minimum baseline in 2019/20 and placement bridges, please can you advise any delays
which you have experienced, or experience in the
subsequent years.
future, waiting for the Reedham and Somerleyton
swing bridges to open to the river? Did the delay
Bankside Tree and Scrub Clearance
cause you to miss appointments, miss events, miss
The Authority procured hydraulic tree shears, the tide, or incur other costs? Please send the folmounted on a 12 tonne 3600 hydraulic excavator on lowing details of any problems to swingbridga ‘link-flote’ barge, and trialed them at Paddy’s es@thegreenbook.org.uk: your name, date of delay,
Lane, Barton Turf in September 2018. The new time, location, vessel, details of delay and conseequipment is a great asset and as well as dispatch- quences.

Dredging Update

ing sizable bankside trees quickly and safely, can
extract trees that have fallen into the river without
putting staff and volunteers into hazardous conditions. However, the greatly increased output of the
new equipment has highlighted the large volume of
bramble, willow and sallow branches, twigs and
leaves, ie ‘brash’, that requires to be processed and
chipping it may be preferable to burning. It also
highlights the importance of the small army of volunteers, rallied under the Broads Society’s Broadsword banner but assessed and trained by the BA’s
volunteer coordinators. If you can help wage the
good fight against the tide of bankside overgrowth, The 1906 swing bridge at Reedham

Martin Broom Memorial Trophy
for Outstanding Contribution to
Broads Boating
All who knew Martin Broom MBE were saddened
when he passed away in 2013. Martin has gone
down in Broads history as a wise, unassuming and
tireless worker for boating on the Broads. His record for contribution to the administration and wellbeing of boating is without equal.
To honour Martin's contribution to Broads boating,
the Martin Broom Trophy has been awarded each
year since 2014 for an outstanding contribution to
Broads boating. For this purpose ‘outstanding
contribution to Broads’ boating’ is not limited to any
particular context or to an individual contribution.
It could, for example, be awarded on the basis of
work behind the scenes, contribution in the
commercial boating sector, contribution to training,
or a combination of such things.
The Trophy consists of a wooden cabinet containing
a display of some silver spoons adorned with club
burgees which Martin won at regattas and open
events across the Broads. The concept was inspired
by Jennifer Broom who donated the spoons. The
Trophy was made by Lorne Betts, a skilled master
craftsman, who donated the wood and his time. Its
construction took many hours of work.
At the NSBA AGM in November Les Gee was announced as the 2018 winner of the Trophy. He was
presented with the Trophy by Jennifer Broom, Martin’s widow.
Les was part of a group of teachers who started
forming an association over 60 years ago, becoming
a founding member of the Norfolk Schools Sailing
Association in 1959. He eventually became Commodore. Les was Norfolk County Council's Fleet Warden. In this role he ran the sailing base at Filby
Broad. It was then that he was invited to draw up a
list of potential sites for a school sailing base with
access to the Broadland rivers. Les was instrumental in persuading the Council to purchase Hunter's
Yard at Ludham in 1967. This enabled the iconic
boatyard and Hunter Fleet of Broads yachts to be
preserved as an entity. As the Council's Fleet Warden, Les was then given the responsibility of running both the sailing bases, at Filby and Ludham, as
well as the inspection of sailing within Norfolk's
schools. As a result of Les's input, many young people were given the chance to learn sailing on the

Jennifer Broom awarding the trophy to Les Gee, AGM, Nov
2018

Broads. It was partly through Les's development of
the teaching of sailing that the RYA method of training has evolved.
In 1970 Les left Norfolk to take up a teaching appointment in the Lake District but by this time sailing was firmly established as a part of life within
Norfolk schools. The Council then owned 30 dinghies in addition to the Hunter Fleet and the various
schools owned about 190 boats between them.
On his return to Norfolk after 12 years or so, Les became an active member of several sailing clubs. He
has maintained his interest in the Filby Centre, particularly when it was handed to NSSA to run independently of Norfolk County Council. He still
attends Open Days and offers support and encouragement.
Les has also maintained his interest in the Hunter
Fleet. He joined the Friends organisation when the
Norfolk Heritage Fleet Trust bought the fleet from
the Council. He was a member of the committee
from 2000 and chairman from 2000 to 2016. During
that time he did much to help and encourage the
Friends and others to enjoy the Broads.
Les has done great work in encouraging countless
young people to enjoy sailing and the Norfolk
Broads. He richly deserves the award of the Martin
Broom Memorial Trophy.

The Glover Review
In May 2018, Environment Secretary Michael
Gove announced Defra’s review into the conservation of England’s most cherished landscapes, including the presently designated National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) under
an Act of 1949 and the Norfolk and Suffolk Broads
under the Broads Act of 1988.
Nearly 70 years after the country’s National Parks
were first established, opening up the countryside
and allowing more people to connect with nature,
an independent panel will look at how these iconic
landscapes meet our needs in the 21st century –
including whether there is scope for the current
network of 34 AONBs and 10 National Parks to expand.
The review, led by writer Julian Glover, is exploring
how access to these beloved landscapes can be improved, how those who live and work in them can
be better supported and their role in growing the
rural economy.
Purposes of the Defra review exclude weakening or
undermining existing protections or geographic
scope, and will instead focus on how designated
areas can boost wildlife, support the recovery of
natural habitats and connect more people with nature.
The creation of National Parks almost 70 years ago
reset the way that the UK’s precious landscapes are
viewed – helping all citizens to access and enjoy the
natural world.
Sir Arthur Hobhouse’s landmark report for the Government in 1947 paved the way for the creation of
England’s network of designated landscapes, with
the National Parks and Access to the Countryside
Act passed in 1949.
The Norfolk and Suffolk Boating Association’s response to the on-line, 24 questionnaire issued last
December, can be viewed at the link on our web
site. Just four of the topics are reproduced below.

Representation on the Broads Authority
What views do you have on the way they are governed individually at the moment? Is it effective or
does it need to change, if so, how?
The Norfolk and Suffolk Boating Association
(NSBA) feels strongly that there should be some

seats on the Broads Authority reserved for representatives of tollpayers. At present there is no
guarantee that a single tollpayer is a member of
the Broads Authority. This seems indefensible
when tollpayers contribute approximately 50% of
the Authority’s budget. Tollpayers should elect
50% of members in line with their contribution.
The Norfolk and Suffolk Boating Association
(NSBA) feels strongly that the existing Navigation
Committee is of fundamental importance to the
competent management of the Norfolk and
Suffolk Broads and must not be diluted in any
way.
The Norfolk and Suffolk Boating Association
(NSBA) is aware that governance arrangements
for Broads Authority and the National Parks are
challenged from time to time for being nonelected quangos, in the absence of direct elections by residents in the relevant area. However,
the NSBA does not believe that direct elections by
local residents are the solution for the Broads because of land and population distributions. Only
6,000 people reside in the Authority's area (made
up of parts of 93 villages), a small fraction of those
who regularly enjoy the Broads, and an electoral
system would be expensive, not least because an
electoral roll would have to be established. Present arrangements, using the Local Authority
pattern of members and committees, are effective
provided that there is adequate calibre, commitment and objectivity of the board members.
Ten of the twenty one members of the Broads Authority are appointed by the Secretary of State. It
seems to us of great importance that the Secretary
of State is reminded of the need for adequate representation of tollpayers when making those appointments and of the fact that the Broads Authority has another statutory function besides those
shared with the National Parks, namely the management of the navigation. In the past the NSBA
has urged the Government to introduce direct elections by tollpayers to a number of seats on the BA
which reflects the proportionate contribution to BA
income from tolls. Establishing an electoral list
would be easy: it would be the existing register of
tollpayers.

Glover: Ring Fencing of Tolls

pose, the BA is a navigation and harbour authority.
The NSBA would resist any attempt to dilute this
Q: What views do you have on the way they are
purpose or to amalgamate it with the BA's second
funded and how this might change?
purpose of promoting the enjoyment of the Broads.
A: The Norfolk and Suffolk Boating Association There is a public legal right to navigate the Broads,
(NSBA) does not feel qualified to speak about the but no such right to enjoy them.
National Parks, but does so in relation to the Broads
Authority. Approximately 50% of the Authority’s Tim Whelpton Trophy
income comes from tolls paid by boat owners and
hire boat companies. The NSBA feels very strongly This year the award was given to Joseph Drake
that the existing arrangement for ring-fencing tolls
who is a member of both WOBYC and RN&SYC.
income for navigation related expenditure must be
Last year Joe made the move from sailing Laser Rasafeguarded.
dial events to campaigning a Standard Laser even
Glover: Boundary Designation and Reform though he was only just turning 17. This was largely
Q: What views do you have on the process of des- due to his height. Since then he has really made his
ignation - which means the way boundaries are mark. He went to Spain for the Palamos Christmas
defined and changed?
Regatta and in spring 2018 came 6th in the RYA
A: In relation to the Norfolk and Suffolk Broads, Youth National Championships, which has age elegist
the NSBA considers that the Authority boundary, bility of under 21, and 1 in the under 19 category.
tied tightly around the extent of functional flood- He was then selected for the British Youth Sailing
plain, is about right in relation to the protection of Squad which is unusual for a 17 year old. He is one
the wetland and the navigation. However, because of only three Standard Laser sailors in the squad.
the Authority's boundary is not coterminous with Since then he has competed in Kiel Week and the
any other administrative jurisdiction, in relation to
Laser Standard Under 21 World Championships in
the Authority’s town planning function, there are a
Poland. He came 51st in a fleet of 134 containing all
number of anomalies by which some settlements,
typically small villages, are cut in half with a differ- the top youth Laser sailors from around the world.
ent planning authority across each side of the road, In the Laser UK Nationals at Plymouth he finished
th
st
resulting in occasional anomalous decisions. The 5 and 1 youth and this autumn he has been comsame can apply in respect of agricultural holdings. peting in the Laser World and European Qualifying
If the protected area was enlarged to the degree series of events around the UK. He recently finished
suggested by the Broads Authority there is a risk 6th in the event held at Lowestoft, winning the final
that party politics would affect the management race. All eight Laser sailors in the British Sailing
board, which would be inappropriate and would not Team (the very top UK Laser sailors) were combe productive.
peting in this event. Joe is currently lying 8th in the
Glover: The Broads Authority’s Third Statu- National Ranking series after six events and he is the
tory Purpose
first youth.
Q: Are there lessons that might be learnt from the
way designated landscapes work in other parts of
the United Kingdom, or abroad?
A: The Norfolk and Suffolk Boating Association
(NSBA) remains open to suggestions for the working
of designated landscapes based on experience elsewhere. However, the unique pattern of wetland,
landscape, boating heritage and existing settlements within the Broads area requires bespoke arrangements, not least because the BA has a third
statutory purpose: protecting the interests of navigation. Highly relevant to the delivery of this pur- Joe Drake receiving the Tim Whelpton Trophy at the AGM

The Yeoman Jubilee National Championship This year, as normal, competition is expected to be
tight over the five-race series. Four-times champi-

Back in the 1960s Ernest Yeoman asked Leslie ons, Bill and Diana Webber (Y155, Swift) will be deLandamore to design him a boat ‘that is 20 foot long
and faster than a White Boat’. Leslie took up the
challenge and in 1969 Ernest sailed his new yacht
(Y1, Zircon) for the first time and, as they say, the
rest is history.
Some 50 years later the Yeoman’s Golden Anniversary will be celebrated over the weekend of 29/30
June at Norfolk Broad Yacht Club. Yeoman from
across the country are invited to take part in the
classes’ Jubilee National Championship, hosted by
NBYC on Wroxham Broad. It is fitting that the competition will be held here as in 1978 it also played
host to the inaugural competition. In that year over
an eventful (and blustery) weekend Y141, Brown
Iris, helmed by Tony Hewetson, managed to emerge
victorious despite sinking under full spinnaker, leading to spectators awarding him maximum points for
artistic impression.

fending their title in a line up which is expected to
include several former winners. As always the
Championship will attract the country’s best Yeoman sailors but will also give an opportunity for racing at all levels and indeed, all age groups from
teens to octogenarians.
But the weekend is about more than racing; it is also about camaraderie and friendship. And so,
across the weekend a number of social events will
be held, including a formal championship dinner on
Saturday 29 June which will celebrate the history of
a special boat.
If anyone is interested in sponsoring the event they
should contact NBYC Yeoman fleet captains, Bill and
Diana Webber (bill.webber173@btinternet.com).
Full details of the weekend will be found on the association website: www.yeomankinsman.org.uk .

A Note from your Administrator
Please encourage your friends to join NSBA. Don’t forget belonging to one of our affiliated clubs does
not make you a member. You have to be an individual member. Contact julia.bower1@btinternet.com
for details.

Boating on the Broads – The next 25 years
‘The Broads’, or more completely, ‘The Norfolk
and Suffolk Broads’ are a fabulous place for all sorts
of leisure boating. The opportunities to go sailing
and under power, cruising and racing, paddling,
rowing and quanting, go back 125 years under the
auspices of the NSBA - see elsewhere in this Newsletter and in the Green Book 2019.
Our VISION for the next 25 years is not surprisingly
for more of the same with:
 Existing opportunities retained, to own and
maintain motor cruisers, dinghies, half deckers,
river cruisers, inland craft of all types and enjoy
them on the rivers and broads
 Existing annual regattas to continue, with their
traditional course areas maintained to their existing plan extent, water draft and with unimpeded breezes
 Moorings provisions of various types, public 24hour, private-casual, private-annually rented
etc, to equal the demand for short-term and
long-term requirements.
 Sailing clubs, yacht clubs and motor boating
clubs maintaining their premises and attracting
the memberships required to remain viable.
 The water-infrastructure of the Broads – river
banks both soft and hard, water depths, moorings sites, flood protection bunds, water level
management arrangements, maintained and
refurbished from time to time to adjust for the
effects of sea level rise.



The land-side infrastructure of the Broads maintained by landowners and the relevant Authorities to serve and complement the marine side
with existing or improved access, footpath network, sustainable travel where possible, communities and river related businesses –
boatyards, general stores, pubs, holiday accommodation and restaurants.
 Tolls for keeping a boat on the Broads remain
affordable and are reviewed annually but without increases above the ‘cost-of-living’ indices.
 Where novices, including children and young
people, may learn to sail, learn to paddle and
how to make passage safely and affordably
 Where the skills and crafts required to build and
maintain traditionally constructed vessels are
preserved.
The pressures arising from possible economic
downturn and political uncertainty may threaten
the pattern of boating on the Broads in its present
form. Climate change, however caused, threatens
the fabric of the Broads if sea level rise is not expertly managed. Whilst environmental challenges
in England’s towns and cities may make the Broads
an ever more popular holiday and leisure retreat for
its clean air and tranquillity, there is only so much
space to accommodate all the many different user
groups. Please ensure to do your bit for the Broads
by maintaining your membership of the NSBA as we
continue to champion boats and boating in the next
25 years.
Broadland Youth Regatta

Moorings on Breydon and at
Burgh Castle
The NSBA is continuing to press for a floating pontoon at the lower (eastern) end of Breydon. This is
a tricky spot for mast lowering and raising, when
making the passage between the northern and
southern rivers, in view of being an exposed location where the tide runs fast. The importance of
the location is not so much about having free moorings spaced at intervals of ideally half an hour’s travel time or less, in view of the floating pontoon already installed on the Asda frontage near Bure
Mouth and the Yarmouth Yacht Station, but primary
safety on Breydon in all types of sail craft. The BA
seems to be dragging its feet on this one, which has
been on agendas for some years.

The existing BA 24 hour Burgh Castle moorings were
closed by the BA in 2017, on account of their rusty
condition. Strictly speaking they are a little way upstearm from Burgh Castle, on the upstream side of
the marina adjacent to Goodchild Marine. They are
an important stopping off point for craft making
passage on the Waveney between St Olaves and Gt
Yarmouth. It is a priority for some facility to be reintroduced. If you have any strong opinions about the
Breydon east end mooring provision or at Burgh
Castle, please let our Administrator have your
views.

The possible impacts of developing maritime technology on the
Broads
In much the same way that driverless cars are
becoming more common, similar technology is being used to develop driverless boats and indeed
ships as organisations strive to develop smarter
shipping solutions.

In the shipping world one of the drivers for developments of autonomous vessels is that it can help
make smaller vessels viable. Such developments
could allow seagoing freight ships to once again viably trade on the southern rivers.
Also potentially we could see better utilisation of
the Broads network for freight transport with a return to wherry sized vessels rather than more lorries on the roads. Such vessels could easily make
good use of the tides on the rivers to greatly reduce
transportation energy consumption and they would
not need to accommodate people so more space for
cargo.
Electric propulsion for boats has of course long been
used but development of more efficient batteries is
improving the viability of this type of energy source
and as electrical generation becomes more environmentally friendly, so the environmental impact of
such propulsion methods reduces. Whilst there are
safety concerns with some other alternative fuels to
diesel engines commonly found on Broads boats,
again developing technology can help mitigate
many of the hazards
Whilst traditional Broadland rigs on sailing vessels
have stood the test of time, maybe some of the sail
systems being developed for reducing fuel consumption of ships could provide some interesting
broads vessels of the future.
Small driverless available on demand ferries already
exist, so maybe one day they will enable the restoration of many of the old ferry crossings in Broadland as well as potential new ones because the population centres have changed over the years. They
could thus open up new walking and cycling routes
and change commuting patterns to reduce road
congestion.

Credit: NTNU

Trends in Sailing – Nationally and
Locally
The RYA has recognised these national trends:
Make Racing Less Serious
Sailing clubs that have introduced a ‘beginners’
race’ to their weekly calendar have frequently
found that they attract bigger numbers to this fun
racing than to the serious races on a Sunday morning.
Personal Handicapping
Personal handicapping is another way to make racing more appealing to newcomers. This is what
makes golf so successful and a global sport. Clubs
that have tried personal handicapping find that it
attracts good numbers and provides everyone with
something to aim at, the newbies in particular.
Unique Selling Point
The International Moth has been one of the rip
roaring success stories of the past decade. For a
boat that costs around £30,000 new, requires huge
amounts of time to master the sailing skills and also
the skills to maintain and repair it, the number of
participants has been immense. Why? Because it
has a unique selling point of incredible foiling performance. This is an example of the tribe that has
sprung up because it provides a sailing and racing
experience you can’t find anywhere else.
Doubling Up, Tripling Up or More
While the number of new classes exploded in the
1990s, the overall numbers of small boat sailors
hasn’t increased. Individual classes have found it
harder to justify their own stand-alone racing circuit, so have started to double up or triple up with
other small fleets, in order to bring sufficient numbers of interest to a host sailing club. Beyond that,
sailors are moving increasingly towards multi class
handicap travellers circuits such as the recently
launched Great British Sailing Challenge.
Pay and Play
The most significant downward trend of the last
twenty years has been the disappearance of sailors
between the ages of 18 and 35: the cash-poor, time
-poor years of early adulthood. The biggest factor
in helping to reverse that trend has been for sailing
clubs to offer a ‘pay and play’ option similar to a
typical gym membership.
See rya.org.uk/go/
futureswebinars.
What’s Happening in Broadland?
Perhaps sailors on the Broads are ahead of the
game! And perhaps not. This isn’t a forensic analy-

sis, but Broads boating goes from strength to
strength and we can point out:
1 Various Broads clubs put on less serious races
on weekday evenings, have done for years, and
get their best turnouts of the week!
2 HBSC has embraced the RYA’s resultsdetermined Portsmouth Yardstick scheme for
handicapping club racing, and the River Cruiser
Class awards every yacht a unique bespoke
handicap. Whether the handicap reflects the
craft or the skipper, however, is a matter you
will have to take up with the RCC committee!
3 The Broads is a hotbed of sailing innovation, as
in the recent additions to the River Cruiser Class
and Punt fleets, alongside the most traditional
one design classes and older river cruisers.
4 Doubling Up and Tripling Up is effectively what
happens at the larger regattas on the Broads,
three day and week-long extravaganzas with
events for dinghies, keelboats various and
yachts, junior and youth and the Pensioners
Plate, along with very popular social programmes.
5 Many of the local Broads clubs own and maintain club boats for members’ use.

STOP PRESS
Joe Drake, 18, (WOBYC and RNSYC), receiving his
Regional Youth Champion Award at the RYA Dinghy Slow, Alexandra Palace, 3 March 2019, presented by double Olympic medallist Shirley Robertson OBE, his citation announced by the RYA’s Director of Racing, Ian Walker MBE, (double Olympic
medallist, America's Cup sailor and Volvo Ocean
race-winning skipper).

