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Dear Ms Beal 
 
Broads Local Plan 2012 to 2036, Issues and Options consultation, March 2016 

 
The NSBA is grateful for an opportunity to comment on the Issues and Options consultation on 

the Broads Local Plan. 

 

The Section 3, ‘Spatial Portrait’, which gives in most other regards a snapshot of what is special 

and even unique about the Broads is, surprisingly, silent on what is arguably the most valuable 

consideration - the boats, and the people who maintain and sail them.  May we suggest adding:  

‘Visitors to the broads, taking to the network of rivers and broads in the summer months, are 

routinely delighted, thrilled even, to find themselves sharing the water space with Yare and Bure 

One Designs (‘White Boats’), Broads One Designs (‘Brown boats’), period launches and day boats 

some propelled by steam, the Broads River cruisers, (a type of yacht complying with local rules 

making them unique to the Broads), ‘Norfolks’ (varnished wooden dinghies), the racing 

derivatives of the traditional Norfolk punt, dozens of types of nationally and internationally 

recognised racing/sailing dinghy, and last but not least albeit in much smaller numbers, the 

restored and maintained traditional trading wherries and leisure wherries.  Many of the craft in 

this list are of wooden construction, a proportion are pre-war or even over 100 years old, and all 

require significant investment of skilled maintenance and periodic restoration by their owners 

and local specialist boatyards.  This rich variety of boating heritage is probably unrivalled 

anywhere in the world.  An indication of the commitment of local people to heritage boats and 

boating on the Broads is that there are over 50 voluntarily run clubs and classes affiliated to the 

Norfolk and Suffolk Boating Association.  Additionally, local clubs produce national and 

international champions from time to time, whose fame and notoriety filters back to the ‘grass 

roots’ to enthuse and encourage younger members’. 
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Section 6, Challenges and opportunities  

We suggest amending, under Strengths, page 22, ‘Substantial engaged community of private 

boat owners’ to  ‘Substantial engaged community of private boat owners, many of whom are 

members of local boating clubs and classes which enable local people, (whether or not boat 

owners), and including children, to acquire and hone the skills required to become good sailors’. 

We suggest adding, under Opportunities, page 23, ‘Opportunities to encourage both local 

residents and visitors to join one of the many boating clubs, take part in organised events, go on 

formal sailing courses and gain recognised Royal Yachting Association (RYA) qualifications. 

Section 9 Open Space (land and water), Play and allotments, at 9.4, page 41 ‘Water Open 

space’ 

Whilst we commend the reference to staithes and the rights and entitlements enjoyed variously 

by the public and parishioners, there is inadequate weight on restoring staithes at key sites 

(such as Ludham Bridge) back to their legally protected status.  Staithes have traditionally been 

used for mast raising and lowering at bridges as well as for loading and unloading.  Deficiencies 

of moorings to meet the needs of various water-space users is one of the biggest challenges 

faced by The Broads 

Launching facilities.  We support the improved provision of accessible slipways and canoe 

launching facilities, and in addition would urge the Authority, when constructing or improving 

access facilities, to ensure that local users are consulted in detail about their requirements and 

preferences for the details of materials and layout. 

Section 10, Green Infrastructure, and Section 22, Sustainable Tourism 

We failed to find any reference in either of these sections, to the most sustainable form of 

transport and the most sustainable form of tourism, that is, transport by engineless boat 

propelled by the harnessing of wind and tide. 

Section 23, Navigation, page 109 

We note and agree with your list of 6 threats to navigation:  ‘Sediment management, bank 

erosion, riverside scrub and tree management, aquatic plant maintenance, navigation safety 

and bridges.  We also note your remark that planning is not directly linked to all of these threats, 

but would suggest that policies are appropriate to inform development control in the event of 

any proposals, such as the Broadland Flood Alleviation project, which would have an impact on 

any of these threats. 

One additional point we would raise is the need for planning control of bright waterside lighting 

(the examples on Horning Racing Reach and at Great Yarmouth are typical).  The lights interfere 

with helms’ night vision and have an impact on safety.  They also provoke retaliation in the form 

of the use of searchlights on boats, which should be discouraged on the Broads. 

Regarding Issue 41, Page 110, ‘Mooring provision as a result of related development’, we 

would recommend Option 3:  ‘Improve the existing Policy’. 
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Regarding wild and informal moorings, Page 111.  We concur with your remarks about not 

formalising these through the local plan process. 

Regarding the provision of electric charging points, this simple provision, which is almost 

universally provided in yacht marinas for safety amenity and to minimise the running of diesel 

engines especially at anti-social times, should be rolled out, in our view, at appropriate sites, but 

not in wilderness locations where there is no mains power in any case.  As such, landscape 

issues are not primary considerations at busy 24 hour mooring sites.  However, we would expect 

this provision to cross refer to both the Green Infrastructure and Sustainable Tourism sections. 

In conclusion, we trust the above comments will be taken into account and added to the 

emerging local plan.  May we be forgiven for where we haven’t responded specifically to your 

‘thumbnail question.’  Can we be confident that our views will not be ignored because we 

haven’t followed your form ‘to the letter’?  We trust these independently expressed views 

represent fresh thinking, to the benefit of the plan and the Broads, and we hope the ‘do 

nothing’ option will be avoided in the majority of cases. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Brian Wilkins 
 

 

Brian Wilkins 

Chairman 

 


